



































































TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The remote controlled roller-door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

JANUARY SALE £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 

garage door, for lower than UK High Street DIY retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 


2 Week ending February 5, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 













Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Is Brexit blinding us to a 
crisis of our own making? 


DOES anyone remember a life before 
Brexit? When news headlines were not 
dominated by either the debate leading 
up to the referendum or the endless 
discussion about just what form it will 
take now we’ve voted to leave? 

It has become now, for so many, 
both in Westminster and on the street, 
the answer to solve all our woes. 

Yet those woes are continuing on a 
day-to-day basis in this country and 
Brexit may just be casting such a dark 
shadow, we are losing sight of them. 

Pause for a moment and consider 
what is going on around you, right 
here, right now, and how, 
actually, none of them are 
likely to improve in a world 
where we don’t belong to the 
European Union. 

Our local councils have 
been subject to such a 
powerful blend of ideology 
and austerity, services we 
once took for granted are 
being extinguished 
or downgraded at 
an alarming rate; 
our hospitals and | 



health professionals face such tough 
budgets they’re even having to ban 
non-emergency operations for 
months on end (see page 8); our 
police force is being cut to the bone at 
a time of increasing security fears; 
our schools are so skint some are 
considering charging parents or 
even closing for a day. 

These are big major issues which 
are now so dire it is hard to see how 
any future government can reverse 
them in time to save a level of 
provision we have all come to expect, 
given the level of financial committ¬ 
ment which would be required. 
Regardless of the way you 
voted in the EU referendum 
- and let us be clear, whatever 
way you did now we need to 
stand united to make it work 
for the sake of our children 
and future generations - do not 
allow Brexit to blind us to 

potentially more serious 
and pressing issues. 
Or we’ll find 
ourselves really 
in trouble. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Large showroom with plenty on display 

Friendly, knowledgeable staff to assist with 
your new bathroom project with expert advice 
& solutions 

Open from 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday and 
9am - 4pm Saturdays 


Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, 
New Romney, TN28 8LH 

01797 363623 


Unit 60, 

John Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 

01227 281648 
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Could Manston be used 
to launch spaceships? 



LAUNCH: Campaigners have secured a meeting with the UK Space Agency 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE former Manston airport site 
will be pitched to the UK Space 
Agency later this month as a 
potential launchpad, it has 
emerged. 

Campaigners working to get 
planes flying again in Thanet have 
secured the meeting with space 
chiefs at the Royal Aeronautical 
Society in London on February 21. 

Bosses will hear a ten-minute 
presentation from the campaign¬ 
ers, who will champion the benefits 
of using Manston for launching 
spacecraft. 

Driving the movement is Russ 
Timpson, who stood for the Liberal 
Democrats in South Thanet in 
2015. 

He explained how there are two 
main methods of accessing orbital 
flight - rockets punching through 
the atmosphere vertically, and 
vehicles launched by aircraft 
taking off in the more conventional 
manner from airport runways. 

“We are trying to say that 
Manston has a viable future as an 
airport hub - not necessarily as a 
passenger airport - we are looking 


at all other possible revenue 
streams,” he told KoS. 

“If they’ll listen, we intend to 
report the results of the discussion 
to Thanet District Council.” 

Ukip leader Chris Wells said: “As 
ever, I am always interested in 
potential opportunities for the 
Manston airport site. 

“The opportunities must be 
credible, realistic, with feet-on-the- 
ground political business plans, 
even for a spaceport.” 


The idea has also been backed by 
Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale, 
who told KoS: “The two [aircraft 
and spacecraft] are not mutually 
incompatible, and there is no 
reason why Manston shouldn’t be 
used for all sorts of purposes as 
space travel develops. 

“But that is a long way ahead, we 
need Manston to serve the UK 
immediately for freight and 
passenger services to the far east.” 

The council is currently inviting 


feedback on plans to turn the site 
over from aviation-only use to 
mixed-use in its local plan - a 
document outlining how develop¬ 
ment will be shaped in the district 
up to 2031. 

The land is currently owned by 
businessmen behind the Stone Hill 
Park project, who have submitted a 
planning application to develop 
2,500 homes and leisure facilities, 
and claimed this week building 
could begin as early as this year. 


Professor appointed to 
key role in inquiry into 
child sexual abuse 


£2.4m cocaine smuggler is 
handed lengthy jail term 


A LEADING professor from the 
University of Kent was this week 
confirmed as an expert witness for 
the independent inquiry into child 
sex abuse. 

The inquiry will “investigate 
whether public bodies and other 
non-state institutions in England 
and Wales have taken seriously their 
responsibility to protect children 
from sexual abuse, and “make 
meaningful recommendations for 
change in the future”. 

It has so far been dogged by 
resignations of key figues appointed 
to the panel. 

Professor Gordon Lynch, the 
Michael Ramsey professor of modern 
theology at the University of Kent’s 
school of European culture and 
languages, together with professor 
Stephen Constantine from the 
University of Lancaster, has been 
appointed to advise the investigation 
into child sexual abuse in child 
migration schemes. 

These schemes were operated by a 


number of charities and religious 
organisations and sent several 
thousand British children to 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
the former Southern Rhodesia. 

Professor Lynch has already 
co-authored a substantial initial 
report, with Professor Constantine, 
for the inquiry on these child 
migration schemes and will continue 
to provide other evidence and reports 
for the inquiry as it undertakes public 
hearings as part of this investigation 
in March and July 2017. 

The inquiry will consider former 
child migrants’ experiences of sexual 
abuse, whether organisations 
involved failed in their duty of care at 
the time, and whether subsequent 
organisational responses have been 
adequate. With a substantial body of 
archival material to be reviewed 
from 20 organisations, this investi¬ 
gation will be the most substantial 
inquiry into these child migration 
schemes to have been undertaken in 
the UK. 


A DUTCHMAN caught smuggling 
cocaine worth more than £2.4 
million into Kent has been jailed for 
23 years. 

John Buwalda hid behind a 
respectable business front to bring 
bags containing 481b (22kg) of high 
purity cocaine in a light aircraft 
from the Netherlands to Rochester 
Airport on June 30 last year. 

Former business consultant 


PLANS to raise council tax by an 
extra £5 on average to keep more 
officers on the county’s streets have 
been unanimously approved by 
the Kent and Medway Police and 
Crime Panel. 

The hike was proposed by 
Kent’s Conservative police and 
crime commissioner Matthew 
Scott at the start of the year to 
enable the force to recruit more 


Buwalda, 53, and “professional 
courier’ ’ Jan Polak, 61, were found 
guilty of plotting to smuggle the 
class A drugs following a trial at the 
Old Bailey in December. 

Polak made no reaction as he 
was jailed for 17 years for his role 
as a ‘ ‘trusted member’ ’ of gang. 

Buwalda let out a heavy sigh 
before being led from the dock and 
into the cells. 


police officers andPCSOs. 

One of Mr Scott’s main duties in 
his £85,000-a-year role is to set the 
amount that Kent Police receives 
from council tax, known as the 
policing precept. 

Following a meeting in Maid¬ 
stone on Thursday, an average 
household bill for 2017/18 has been 
set at £157.15, representing an 
increase of £5 or 3.3 per cent. 


Police and crime panel nods 
through £5 council tax hike 
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Grammar school won't ask parents for cash 


A GRAMMAR school headteacher has dismissed the 
possibility of asking parents for money after Cranbrook 
School last week admitted it was consulting with 
parents over the idea. 

The Grammar School Heads’ Association claims 
more than half of the country’s grammars could be 
worse off if a new 'fair funding’ plan comes into place, 


even though the government says funding would be 
spread more evenly across the country. 

Geoff Wybar, executive head of Gravesend Gram¬ 
mar School, said plans “on the surface were a good 
idea” but added “since this is being done in the context 
of zero increase in overall funding, it does seem to be 
rearranging the deck chairs on the Titanic”. 


Family's agony as they 
await formal ID on body 
found floating in river 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


POLICE carrying out tests to identify 
a body found in the River Medway - 
feared to be that of missing teenager 
Ben Savage - will not be finished for 
another “couple of weeks” it was 
confirmed on Friday. 

The family of the missing 18-year- 
old were informed of the discovery of 
the body which was recovered on 
Wednesday afternoon after being 
spotted by a passer-by near Roches¬ 
ter Bridge. 

Officers from the police search and 
marine unit attended the scene 
along with the coastguard, however 
the death is not being treated as sus¬ 
picious. 

It is feared it is the body of the 
teenager who was reported missing 
on the morning of Tuesday, Decem¬ 
ber 6. CCTV footage saw him walk¬ 
ing onto Sun Pier in Chatham at 
around 3.15am after a night out at 
the Tap’n’Tin venue in the town. 

His disappearance sparked a huge 



MISSING: Ben Savage 

police search of the river and sur¬ 
rounding area, but he was never 
traced. 

Shortly after he went missing, his 
mother, Tara, issued a statement on 
behalf of his family acknowledging 


the family were bracing themselves 
for the worst. 

She said: “After an extensive re¬ 
view of CCTV footage, we are com¬ 
ing to terms with the likelihood that 
Ben fell in the River Medway during 
the early hours of Tuesday morning. 

“Based on the temperature of the 
water, the river currents and Ben’s 
level of consciousness when enter¬ 
ing the river, we have to assume that 
he would have been unable to swim 
to safety. We would again like to 
thank the public for their over¬ 
whelming efforts searching for Ben.” 

Detective inspector Chris Green- 
street said at that time: “Tragically, 
the most likely explanation for Mr 
Savage’s disappearance is that he 
entered the river. The evidence is 
compelling when you also consider 
that it would be very out of character 
for him to go missing and to not con¬ 
tact his family or friends. 

“We have kept his immediate fam¬ 
ily informed throughout the investi¬ 
gation and I would like to pay tribute 
to them for how dignified and sup¬ 
portive they have been.” 



PLEDGE: Chris Grayling 

Night flight 
disturbance to 
be managed 

NIGHT flights currently disturbing 
communities in west Kent will be 
managed to minimise their impact, as 
plans for airport expansion are set to 
take off, the transport secretary has 
confirmed. 

Chris Grayling addressed MPs in the 
House of Commons where he launched 
a consultation into plans for a new 
runway at Heathrow, issuing a signal to 
the world that Britain will be open for 
business after Brexit. 

Tonbridge and Mailing MP Tom 
Tugendhat told the Commons he had 
written to the transport secretary on 
numerous occasions, outlining his fears 
that airspace management over parts of 
west Kent is becoming a very serious 
problem for constituents, particularly in 
reference to night flights. 

In response, Mr Grayling said: “This is 
a very important point and it’s an issue I 
have been looking at - there’s some very 
innovative ways around the country of 
dealing with this. 

“One of the things we will be able to 
glean from this consultation is the views 
of the public of how we best should 
manage night flights in order to 
minimise the impact on communities. 

“Being able to follow more exact flight 
paths will make a significant differ¬ 
ence.” 


A&E winter warning 
as pressure grows 

BOSSES at a hospital trust in east Kent are urging 
patients to avoid A&E if possible as winter 
pressures continue to mount on the NHS. 

East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation 
Trust, which runs major hospitals in Ashford, 
Canterbury and Margate, says it has assessed the 
way staff have been deployed, in order to ensure 
more can look after patients that do arrive for 
emergency treatment. 

It is thought that half of patients who attend 
A&E with minor conditions could be speedily 
treated elsewhere. 

East Kent Hospitals’ chief operating officer, Jane 
Ely, said: “The winter pressures facing the NHS 
have been well-publicised, and hospital trusts in 
England are experiencing enormous challenges, 
particularly in emergency care. This can mean 
that patients wait longer than we want them to. 

“Patients can help us to ease the pressure by 
remembering that our emergency departments are for 
emergencies and life-threatening situations only.” 


Farage: We should 
follow Trump's lead 

NIGEL Farage has suggested Britain should follow the 
lead of Donald Trump and introduce ‘ ‘extreme 
vetting’ ’ to our borders. 

The former Ukip leader defended Mr Trump’s 
controversial travel ban which has caused uproar 
around the world, saying the US president is entitled 
to introduce the measures in a bid to crack down on 
any would-be jihadis entering the country. 

And he blamed the ban - which has sparked 
protests in the US and elsewhere - on Germany’s 
open-door policy towards those fleeing conflict in the 
Middle East. 

The Westerham-based politican and friend of Mr 
Trump, said: ‘ ‘He was elected to get tough, he was 
elected to say he will do everything within his power 
to protect America from infiltration by Isis terrorists. 
Now there are seven countries on that list, he is 
entitled to do this, he was voted in on this.’ ’ 

' ‘He is fully entitled to do this, and as far as we are 
concerned in this country, yes I would like to see 
extreme vetting.” 


Cathedral’s Dallas 
destined 19ft window 

A 19ft-high stained glass window built by experts at 
Canterbury Cathedral will be on display this 
weekend - prior to it being flown out to its new home 
in Dallas, Texas. 

The window, which replicates an original stained 
glass work in the cathedral, has been a work in the 
making by its Stained Glass Studio for the past two 
years. It will then be shipped to the US where it will be 
used by clergy to illustrate Bible stories for young 
members in the Dallas congregation. 

Director of the project, Leonie Seliger, explained: 

1 ‘This was a massive undertaking because the 
windows here were produced by the greatest stained 
glass artists of the time so to replicate their work would 
require an incredible amount of talent and skill.’ ’ 

Panels from the window will be on public display in 
the Canterbury Cathedral Crypt from February 4 
until February 22. 

The Crypt is generally open between 10am and 
5,30pm Monday to Saturday and 12,30pm to 2.30 on 
Sunday. 
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Southern and Aslef 
finally strike a deal 


Value of Hatton Garden raid 
rockets to £ 25 m, court hears 



ACCESS: Crooks drilled a hole to access the safety deposit boxes 


By Nina Massey 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE estimated value of goods stolen in the 
daring Hatton Garden raid has risen to 
around £25 million, a court heard this week. 

It is thought the prosecution is seeking up 
to £2 5m from five of the men at the heart of 
the conspiracy. 

The group’s oldest member, 78-year-old 
Brian Reader from Dartford, pleaded guilty 
to conspiracy to commit burglary along 
with three other men in September 2015. 

He was jailed for six years, and has since 
had applications for his sentence to be cut 
due to health concerns refused. 

Woolwich Crown Court heard that a full 
confiscation hearing is expected to last 
around six weeks, and a date was set for Jan¬ 
uary 15 2018, with a deadline of April 30 
that year. 

Philip Evans QC, prosecuting, said: “This 
is an exceptional case which warrants an ex¬ 
tension.” 

It had originally been thought that some 
£14m worth of goods had been snatched 
during the raid at Hatton Garden Safe De¬ 
posit Ltd. 

If members of the gang do not pay back 
what the judge rules they gained from the 
crime, they could face up to a maximum of 


14 years of jail time being added to their sen¬ 
tences, without parole. 

Tom Wainwright, for Reader, asked for a 
QC to be appointed to his client’s case, stat¬ 
ing they would have the required skill to deal 
with proceedings of this length and Reader’s 
health. He said: “The case is made more 
complex because Mr Reader is not in good 
health. He is likely to be in worse health 
come December or January.” 

The gang ransacked 73 boxes in London’s 
jewellery quarter after using a drill to bore a 


hole into the vault wall. 

At the end of the trial, two-thirds of the 
proceeds of the burglary remained unac¬ 
counted for. Although some of the goods - 
around £4m worth - were recovered, de¬ 
tectives were left with “thousands of items 
of jewellery”, including hundreds of gold 
chains and rings. 

The confiscation hearing, under the Pro¬ 
ceeds of Crime Act, will determine how 
each of the defendants benefited from the 
raid. 


A DEAL to end a bitter dispute between Southern 
Railway and drivers’ union Aslef over driver-only 
trains has been agreed. 

The two sides have been holding lengthy talks 
in a bid to resolve a long-running row. 

Around 1,000 drivers will now vote on the deal, 
bringing some relief to passengers who have 
suffered months of disruption because of indus¬ 
trial action and staff shortages. 


COMIC Bobby Davro and snooker stars Ken 
Doherty and Stuart Bingham wer the star turns at 
a charity snooker night at the Faversham Creek 
Hotel last weekend. 

The event, which saw stars pull pints for the 
locals, raised more than £2,500 for the Little 
Haven Children’s Hospice in Essex. 


Lorry reverses on M20 

A LORRY driver who reversed up the M20 after 
missing his exit has been given a hefty fine. 

The driver was caught by police after he 
reversed up the hard shoulder and across the slip 
road for the Channel Tunnel at junction 1 la on 
Monday. Police said: “The driver received two 
graduated fixed penalty notices, totalling £1,000, 
which he paid before continuing on his journey.” 
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Anger as CCG bans all non¬ 
emergency surgery ‘til April 


Brexit will not delay Lydd 
Airport’s take off plans 



“The CCG is trying to make 
short-term savings which may 
have major consequences for 
patients.” 

Dr Ian Ayres, West Kent CCG’s 
accountable officer, said “Patients 


will continue to be referred by their 
GP outpatient appointment and be 
seen by a consultant. A judgment 
will then be made as to whether the 
required procedure is urgent, or 
non-urgent and could wait.” 


PLANS for expansion at Lydd 
Airport are set to take off, a 
senior boss has confirmed, 
despite uncertainty over Brexit. 

Members of the Lydd Airport 
Consultative Committee were this 
week told by executive manager 
Hani Mutlaq there was a long-term 
commitment to deliver on 
promises of a successful, modern 
regional airport supporting a 
substantial number of new jobs 
and acting as a catalyst for 
economic growth in the region. 

Central to Lydd’s ambitious 
development plans is the 
construction of a runway 
extension and the building of a 
new terminal licensed to handle 
up to 500,000 passengers a 
year. Planning consent for both 
has already been granted. 

Mr Mutlaq reported that the 
airport’s legal team are in the 


final stages of negotiations to 
buy an area of agricultural land 
to enable the existing 1,500m 
runway to be extended. 

Once resolved, tenders for the 
project will then be prepared 
and issued and he predicted 
that work would start on the 
runway “by summer 2018 with 
work completed by early 2019”. 

Meanwhile, rising demand 
for more business and general 
aviation facilities has led to the 
addition of two new hangars at 
a cost of more than £850,000. 

Mr Mutlaq told the meeting: 
“The airport is heading in the 
right direction. Our expansion 
plans are progressing and the 
support of the owner is strong. 

“Indeed we are even consid¬ 
ering bringing forward our 
plans - a sure sign of our 
confidence in Lydd Airport.” 


THE Royal College of Surgeons (RCS) 
has hit out at a cost-cutting move to 
suspend non-urgent surgery branding 
it “unprecedented and unfair”. 

Cash-strapped West Kent Clinical 
Commissioning Group has imple¬ 
mented the policy in a bid to make 
financial savings of £3.2 million. 
Some 1,700 patients will be affected. 

It means until the new financial 
year starts in April non-urgent 
surgery will be delayed as the NHS 
body looks to stay within budget. 

Clare Marx, president of the RCS, 
said: “It is unprecedented and 
unfair. Patients, some of whom 
may be in severe discomfort or 
pain, should not be made to wait 
longer for treatment because the 
CCG has run out of money and 
surgical patients are perceived as 
easily postponed. 


Garden city school all set 

THE first primary school at Ebbsfleet 
Garden City is set to open in September, 
bosses have confirmed. 

Cherry Orchard in Castle Hill will cater for 
420 pupils to service the growing housing 
developments in the area, visited this week 
by MPs Gareth Johnson and Adam Holloway 


Crews rescue woman 

FIREFIGHTERS led a woman to safety 
following a crash on the A251 Ashford Road 
in Sheldwich near Faversham on Thursday 
night. 

Crews stabilised the vehicle and used a 
short ladder to assist with the rescue effort, 
before making the scene safe. 


Pub garden glassing 

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after a 
man was glassed in a pub garden in 
Maidstone. 

It was reported that during the assault, the 
victim was attacked by three men in the 
garden of the White Rabbit Pub in Sandling 
Road. 


Dog restriction plans 

DOG walkers in Tonbridge and Mailing 
could be fined up to £80 for a series of 
offences under planned new rules. 

Proposed restrictions include banning 
dogs from council-owned and maintained 
children’s play areas and a limit of six 
canines in public spaces. 



Bridge Haven care Home 

Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 

A home that provides residential, dementia 
and respite care, tailored to the individual 
needs of each resident. 

At Bridge Haven we pride ourselves on providing the 
best care, tailored to each persons individual needs, 
personality, hobbies and interests. This all comes together to create a 
unique care plan that supports residents with care and compassion. 

The home provides a safe and welcoming environment for residents 
living with dementia or using our respite care services. Bridge Haven 
boasts the use of a micro pub, tea room and landscaped gardens for 
residents and family members to use. 

Our experienced and skilled staff make sure that each resident is cared 
for and helped to overcome the daily challenges of living with dementia. 


Key services: 

• Residential Care 

• Dementia Care 

• Respite Care 

• Day Care 


For more information please call us on: c\ \ / 

01227 831607 

www.avantecare.org.uk f ST ‘Everyone matters' 



Maintain 
Construction Ltd 


r 


We transform homes... 

Don't move, improve! Do you need additional bedroom space, 
a bigger kitchen or entertaining space? 

Maintain Construction Ltd can help with your initial ideas through to 
completion. We also import fine, affordable kitchens and bathrooms. 

For a job well done, give us a call and let’s talk 
about your property needs 

Canterbury 01227 207 111 

Ramsgate, Margate & Broadstairs 01843 269 736 

www. ma inta intota I propertyca re.co.uk 


oo Like and follow us for top tips and competitions 
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into prison death 



PRISON: Levi Smith had been “in and out” of HMP Elmley, a court was told 


Probe 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


G0UDHURST father 
whose body was found 
hanged in a prison cell 
warned staff he felt his 
life was in danger after 
threats from fellow inmates, a court 
was told. 

The body of Levi Smith, 41, of John 
Stacey Heights, was discovered on 
November 12, 2014 in a cell at HMP 
Elmley on the Isle of Sheppey. 

Assistant coroner Allison Sum¬ 
mers told an inquest at The Archbish¬ 
op’s Palace in Maidstone how Mr 
Smith had been in and out of jail and 
undertook a drug detox programme 
after returning to Elmley in Septem¬ 
ber 2014. 

Mr Smith had raised concerns to 
staff about his safety after he claimed 
threats were made to him by other 
prisoners. 

He was moved to the segregation 
unit of the jail - primarily used to 
punish inmates who break the rules, 
but witnesses told the court it is also 
considered a place of protection. 

On November 11 he complained of 
chest pains for a second time and was 
seen in the health care unit of the 
prison where he expressed anxiety to 
staff about his safety and said he 
would kill himself. 


Staff raised concerns and a care 
planning system, known as Assess¬ 
ment, Care in Custody and Teamwork 
(ACCT), was initiated, where Mr 
Smith would be subjected to hourly 
observations by a member of staff. 

At 6.30am the following morning, 
he was found hanging in his cell and, 
despite resuscitation attempts, he 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 


In a statement read to the court, Mr 
Smith’s mother, Charlotte, described 
her son as “a popular, happy, family 
man who loved his children”. 

One of the members of staff he con¬ 
fided in was chaplain Ken George, 
who told the court he had worked at 
the prison for 18 years. 

“Prisoners report threats regularly 
and we deal with them on a daily ba¬ 


sis,” he said. 

“There are bound to be tensions 
among 1,250 prisoners.” 

Ms Summers told an 11-strong 
jury it would need to consider, among 
other facts, whether Mr Smith “in¬ 
tended to take his own life or intend¬ 
ed to be rescued”. 

The inquest continues and is ex¬ 
pected to run for at least two weeks. 


Claim a share 
of £14.5m pot 

ECONOMIC chiefs in Kent and 
Medway are urging the county’s 
rural businesses to bid for a share of 
development funding worth some 
£14.5m. 

Defra has announced the next 
round of the Rural Development 
Programme for England (RDPE) 
Growth Programme is now open for 
bids, in which rural and farm 
businesses can put their case for 
funding for projects. These can be 
schemes that help new companies 
get off the ground, support existing 
one to grow, develop new products 
and access new export markets. 

Bake Off star 
visits hostel 

GREAT British Bake Off star Paul 
Hollywood has become a patron for 
Canterbury-based homeless charity 
Porchlight. 

The baker, who lives near the city, 
recently visited one of Porchlight’s 
hostels where he had breakfast with 
the residents, swapped recipes and 
even tried some of their baking. 

He said: “I see the difference that 
Porchlight makes every day and it’s a 
cause close to my heart.” 



GIRLING’S 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or email us at personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


Somerset: 
Coach trip 

Enjoy a wonderful break in Somerset for 
a very special price next spring... 

Full details: We arrive on Monday afternoon at the 
lovely 3 star Wessex hotel to a warm welcome and 
refreshments. We stay for 3 nights and have trips out on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Return home on Friday after 
breakfast. 

Wessex Hotel, Street ★★★ 

Located in the centre of the attractive Somerset town of 
Street. At one end of the high street with cosy pubs and 
tea rooms on your doorstep. Also within 10 mins walk 
of fantastic shopping at Clarks - the UK’s original outlet 
village. 50 guest rooms with full amenities. Lift. 

Departs: Monday 20th March £179 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 
Single Supp £25 

Call to book or book 
online 

GBTOURS 

@ 0151 652 2222 

www.gbtours.com 

33 Years of great-value coach 
trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: 
Dover - Folkestone - 
Ashford - Maidstone - 
and then to Street. 

No changing coaches, 
no endless pick-ups. 
Same coach, same 
driver throughout your 
holiday - always with 
GBTours. 


5 day 
£179 



• 3-Course dinner each evening 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

• Glass of Bubbly with dinner on 
selected evenings 

• Entertainment each evening 

• Trip to Bath on Tuesday 

• Trip to Wells - England’s 
smallest city on Wednesday 

• Refreshments/music to dance 
on Thursday afternoon 

• Last night ‘Party Night’ with 
optional fancy dress 
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FOOTBALL FOR A 
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ALL TICKETS JUST £5 
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ATHLETIC 
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BURY 
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FEBRUARY 25™ - 3PM 
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Funding boost set to unlock 
more than £100m in investment 


Government cash unveiled this week 
boosts key flood defences, town centre 
regeneration and road improvements 



BENEFIT: The Rochester Airport Technology Park is just one of the projects to benefit from the cash 


By Tom Pyman & Emily King 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


M AJOR capital projects 
across Kent and Med¬ 
way have been boost¬ 
ed by a government 
cash injection of some 
£34.2 million - and that could unlock 
nearly three times that in additional 
investment. 

Communities and local govern¬ 
ment minister Andrew Percy an¬ 
nounced on Thursday a package of 
projects across the county will re¬ 
ceive the funding, to help create jobs, 
support businesses and create new 
growth opportunities. 

Among them will be some £4.3m 
used to transform Dartford town cen¬ 
tre, £4.8m to increase rail connectiv¬ 
ity at Ashford International, £1.53m 
to redevelop Fort Halstead in Seven- 
oaks and £1.26m has been unlocked 
for A2500 Lower Road improvements 
on Sheppey. 

In Medway, Rochester Airport 
Technology Park, will benefit from a 
£3.7m injection and the Strood Civic 
Centre flood mitigation works project 
has received £3.5m. 

Elsewhere, £4.6m will be used for 
the Leigh Flood Storage Area in Ton- 
bridge - seen as essential to help in the 
fight against flooding in the town and 
surrounding villages - a further 
£4.4m for the A2 off-slip at Canter¬ 
bury and £6.12m for the Kent and 
Medway Engineering, Design, 
Growth and Enterprise Hub in the 
city. 

The cash was awarded to the South 


East Local Enterprise Partnership 
(SELEP), which drives economic 
growth across the county. 

This latest award is on top of 
£48 8m of Growth Deals monies al¬ 
ready awarded to the SELEP. Growth 
Deals are central funds from West¬ 
minster designed to unlock potential, 
create jobs and benefit local commu¬ 
nities. 

It is thought this latest investment 
of £102m will deliver an additional 
6,129 new homes, create or safe¬ 
guard 30,785 jobs and secure a fur¬ 
ther £141 million of private sector 
investment across the region. 

SELEP claims the £34.2m an¬ 
nounced this week will leverage some 
£112m in further private funding al¬ 
most straight away. 

In total, the SELEP Growth Deal 
from 2014-2020 now stands at 
£590.8m which is set to deliver 
78,000 jobs, 29,000 homes in total 
and attract a further £960m extra in¬ 
vestment into the south east over the 
next five years. 

Projects in Kent and Medway that 
have previously received funding 
have included regeneration projects 
in Tonbridge and Sittingbourne town 
centre, improvements to junction 
four of the M20 at Leybourne, plus 
the Maidstone gyratory and Rath- 
more Road link in Gravesend. 

Geoff Miles, SELEP vice chair and 
chair of Kent & Medway Economic 
Partnership, said: “This investment 
enables us to drive forward our 
shared growth agenda delivering 
economic growth, new jobs, facilitat¬ 
ing housing, improving connectivity 


and boosting skills. 

“The additional funding that will 
be leveraged into the south east as a 
result of these investments is testa¬ 
ment to the continued success of our 
area.” 

One of the key investments is in the 
Leigh Flood Storage Area - a massive 
overflow tank which stores rising wa¬ 
ter levels in the Medway to ease the 
river banks during heavy down¬ 
pours. 

There has long been a clamour to 
invest in it as a key weapon in the 
fight against flooding along the river 
between the town and surrounding 
villages. 

Tonbridge and Mailing Borough 
Council leader Nicolas Heslop said 
the funding would give local people 
more certainty on the future of flood¬ 
ing in the area. 

He explained: “Knowing that we 
will be able to deliver much needed 
measures to increase the capacity of 
the Leigh Flood Storage Area and in 
turn reduce flood risk will see signifi¬ 
cant growth to business and property 
within communities along the River 
Medway and this will give peace of 
mind and a huge boost to those who 
have been affected by flooding in pre¬ 
vious years.” 

Fort Halstead’s future has been far 
from clear for years since the Defence 
Science and Technology Laboratory 
(DStL) announced it was closing in 
2011 with the loss of hundreds of 
jobs. 

Formerly a top secret base which 
handled research and forensive in¬ 
vestigations into explosives, it was 
there the bus blown up in the 2005 
London bombings was sent for analy¬ 
sis. 

Sevenoaks District Council leader, 
Peter Fleming, said: “We are pleased 
that both SELEP and government has 
seen value in the Fort Halstead 
East 


project. 

“Since DStL announced they were 
leaving six years ago we have been 
working tirelessly with the new own¬ 
ers to make sure the site remains em¬ 
ployment led. 

“After a planning appeal a govern¬ 
ment inspector agreed and therefore 
alongside 450 homes any develop¬ 
ment will have to both resupply the 
lost jobs and see these delivered in ad¬ 
vance of the housing. 

“The funding will allow the council 
to work with the owners to help bring 
these jobs forward, allowing the fort 
to remain a major employment site in 
the district into the future.” 

The news was also welcomed by 
political figures in Dartford, includ¬ 
ing council leader, Jeremy Kite, and 
MP Gareth Johnson. 

“I am thrilled to finally hear the 
news of our bid that we have been 
waiting for,” said Cllr Kite. “In truth, 
the high ranking given to this project 
is extremely welcome but it is no less 
than our team deserve. 

“Working together the council, MP 
and SELEP have created, supported 
and lobbied for a funding bid of the 
highest quality. 

“Our strategic location and desira¬ 
bility for homes and business has 
turned Dartford into an area of high 
growth, but we have made the point 
repeatedly that the growth cannot be 
sustained without investment in in¬ 
frastructure. 

“This announcement is the first of 
several we need that must include a 
practical resolution to the nightmare 
caused to our town by traffic on the 
M25. 

“This investment will help fuel the 
transformation of our town centre - 
improving public spaces, helping cre¬ 
ate a new market square and allow¬ 
ing us to take a fresh look at the needs 
of pedestrians, cyclists and motorists. 


“It is only one part of the jigsaw, but 
it is a major one nevertheless and I am 
both delighted and proud of our team. 

“We have worked together with a 
single focus from civic centre to West¬ 
minster and it has paid dividends.” 

Mr Johnson added: “It will help the 
economic situation by bringing more 
people into the town, improve public 
spaces and help create a new market 
square. 

“This money will give Dartford a 
significant lift and I look forward to 
seeing it make a real difference the 
lives of everyone who lives in Dart¬ 
ford.” 

The two Medway projects - Roches¬ 
ter Airport Technology Park and 
flood mitigation works at Strood Civic 
Centre - will create at least 2,000 jobs 
and up to 325 quality homes, council 
chiefs said. 

Medway Council bid for the money 
with a view that both initiatives 
would attract inward investment, 
raise local aspirations and transform 
key sites in the area. 

Funding for the technology park 
will go towards the installation of in¬ 
frastructure on the site for future 
business, such as access roads and a 
water and electricity supply. 

Business occupiers of the site will 
benefit from Enterprise Zone tax dis¬ 
counts for a five year period to a max¬ 
imum value of £275,000. 

The brownfield Civic Centre land 
has been identified as a site for regen¬ 
eration and an ideal location for up to 
325 waterfront homes, but at present 
the site is at considerable risk of flood¬ 
ing and requires protection works be¬ 
fore it can be redeveloped. 

Council leader Alan Jarrett said: 
“This funding will help us to move 
forward with important projects that 
are going to be vital for Medway’s 
growth and economic success in 
years to come.” 
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Mum ‘well 
enough’ to 
leave hours 
before death 

An inquest began this week into the 
death of young mum Sian Hollands, 

25, who died while at a Kent hospital 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE family of a Dartford 
mother told by hospital 
staff she was well enough 
to leave hours before her 
death say they are “dis¬ 
gusted”. 

Sian Hollands, 25, was declared 
dead on November 15, 2015, having 
been admitted to A&E at Darent Val¬ 
ley Hospital in Dartford the day be¬ 
fore, where staff had been “horrible” 
to her, a court was told. 

Her mother, Nicola Smith, told an 
inquest at Gravesend Old Town Hall 
this week, which will establish the 
facts surrounding her death, that her 
daughter was a recovering drug ad¬ 
dict recently out of prison, but vowed 
she had turned her life around. 

The mum-of-three told Mrs Smith 
and Carl Alleyne, a partner with 
whom she had an on-off relationship, 
she was suffering withdrawal symp¬ 
toms having not taken medication for 
three days as part of her recovery pro¬ 
gramme and was eventually taken to 


hospital by ambulance on the 
evening of November 14. 

She was prescribed methadone the 
next day and told she could leave, 
even though Mr Alleyne said she 
couldn’t walk and needed help stand¬ 
ing up. 

He told the court he had been with 
Ms Hollands the entire time, except at 
one stage when he went to the Costa 
coffee shop - barely 40metres away 
from where she was being treated, he 
said - to get her some ice after her 
temperature started to rise. 

Upon returning, he found she suf¬ 
fered a cardiac arrest, from which she 
never recovered. 

Mr Alleyne told the court he 
thought the quality of care provided 
by the hospital was “poor”. 

Ann Fleming, who carried out a 
post-mortem on Ms Hollands, gave 
the probable cause of death as a pul¬ 
monary embolism (PE) - a potentially 
fatal clot that can prevent blood 
reaching the lungs. 

She told the court a recent ectopic 
pregnancy, tissue damage from the 
resulting surgery, Ms Hollands’ 
weight and mobility could all have 


contributed to the fatal condition. 

It would be difficult for doctors to 
diagnose the condition, Dr Fleming 
added. 

Contrary to the testimonies of Mrs 
Smith and Mr Alleyne, A&E doctor 
Leyla Mohammed - who said Ms Hol¬ 
lands was her last patient before she 
ended her shift on the evening No¬ 
vember 14 - told the court Ms Hol¬ 
lands reported to her no chest pain, 
shortness of breath or other symp¬ 
toms consistent with pulmonary em¬ 
bolism. 

“I did not consider that she was suf¬ 
fering from PE,” Dr Mohammed said. 


CONTROVERSY: Darent Valley Hospital in Dartford, where Sian Hollands died in November 2015 


DISGUSTED: Sian Hollands’ mother, Nicola Smith, grandmother Christine Smith (middle) and sister Ebony (right) 


“The patient told me she was hav¬ 
ing methadone withdrawals. 

“Patients know their symptoms 
best and I always rely on them when 
they have the capacity [to describe 
them].” 

Dr Mohammed said when she fin¬ 
ished her shift she informed staff of 
“management plans” for Ms Hollands 
but told the court there was no 
apparent threat to her life when she 
left, and that she was “shocked” to 
find out subsequently she had 
died. 

The following morning, despite 
what her family claim were further 
complaints of chest pain and trouble 
breathing, staff at Darent Valley gave 
permission for the Priory Hill resident 
to leave the hospital, the court heard. 

Kamran Khan was the consultant 
doctor in the A&E that morning. 

The doctor, who first joined Darent 
Valley hospital in 2012, told the hear¬ 
ing at Gravesend’s Old Town Hall that 
the A&E department was particularly 
busy on the day in question. 

Dr Khan told the court he pre¬ 
scribed Mrs Hollands 40ml of metha¬ 
done - a drug commonly used to help 
recovering heroin addicts. 

Following an assessment while the 
patient slept, at around 3.30pm, Dr 
Khan told the court he decided she 
was ready to be discharged, adding 
that the patient had not informed 
him of any of her symptoms 
concerning chest pain or difficulty 
breathing. 

Ms Hollands died later that night. 

The inquest was due to run every 
day last week but is now well behind 
schedule after proceedings were ad¬ 
journed on Wednesday until tomor¬ 
row (Monday) at the earliest. 

The decision was made after Dr 
Khan disputed an admission by hos¬ 


pital chiefs that Ms Hollands had 
been “inappropriately discharged” 
and asked for leave to discuss evi¬ 
dence. 

Both Mrs Smith and Mr Alleyne 
told the court Ms Hollands felt staff at 
the hospital had been “horrible” to 
her but did not disclose specific de¬ 
tails. 

Speaking outside court, Mrs Smith 
told KoS: “These few months have 
been horrendous. 

“Darent Valley told us they would 
put their hands up and not hide any¬ 
thing from us and in the last six 
months they’ve distanced themselves 
more and more. 

“But I’m not giving up. 

“This is my daughter we’re talking 
about, she’s not here to fight her cor¬ 
ner but I am. 

“Every single day is a battle, I’ve got 
a seven-year-old granddaughter who 
cries every day because she can’t be¬ 
lieve her mummy’s not here, that she 
misses her birthday and isn’t in the 
audience to watch her school play. 

“I think my daughter was labelled 
a druggie and a waste of time and 
they didn’t expect what was going to 
follow.” 

Sister Ebony Hollands, 22, added: 
“I’m disgusted, I just want justice for 
my sister and my family. 

“Her kids ask for her every day and 
it’s just heartbreaking, I don’t ever 
want another family to go through 
this. 

“Now we can get some kind of clo¬ 
sure and I just want the doctors and 
the staff who were there that night to 
just own up and say they’re sorry.” 

A spokesperson for Dartford and 
Gravesham NHS Trust declined to 
comment until the conclusion of the 
inquest, which should continue next 
week. 
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FIRST CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 




SMILE! SO YOU THINK 

A fundraising THE FULL MONTY YOU KNOW ABOUT 

CONCERT FOR NATHAN STARRING GARY LUCY DINOSAURS? 
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X FACTOR WINNER 

JOE McELDERRY 

dons the coveted coat 


PUCCINI MATTHEW BOURNE BRENDAN COLE 

LA BOHEME EARLY ADVENTURES ALL NIGHT LONG 

SUN 19 FEBRUARY MON 20 WED 22 FEB THU 23 FEBRUARY 
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THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR EVERY 
OCCASION 



DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 

BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 


DON'T MISS OUT! 

SIGN UP FOR 
EMAIL UPDATES 
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Fishermen fear 
a catch during 
negotiations 
over Brexit 

The traditional industry has been in a steady 
decline for years, but after hopes coming out of 
the European Union would provide a more level 
playing field, many suspect we may sign up to 
yet more restrictions on what can be caught 


By Adele Couchman 

AdeLe.Couchman@archant.co.uk 


F ISHERMEN around the Kent coast 
are fearing for the survival of the in¬ 
dustry after Brexit as they do not be¬ 
lieve the government will deliver a 
clean break with the EU. 

The Thanet Fishermen’s Association and 
Whitstable Fishermen’s Association have 
thrown their weight behind a 90 page docu¬ 
ment by Fishing for Leave, an independent 
campaign aiming for withdrawal from exist¬ 
ing EU fishing regulations in order to regain 
control over the country’s fishing waters and 
rejuvenate the industry. 

Following Theresa May’s speech on Brexit 
last month, chairman of the Thanet Fisher¬ 
men’s Association John Nichols went to Down¬ 
ing Street to meet fisheries minister George 
Eustice and Brexit minister David Jones. 

He is campaigning for a complete repeal of 
the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), with 
its quotas and principle of equal access to com¬ 
mercial fishing grounds for boats from all 
member states, often branded a disaster for 
Britain. 

But even after the UK voted to leave on June 
23, Mr Nichols and other fishermen around 
the county fear that the government will not 
have the UK fishing industry high on their pri¬ 
ority list when it comes to Brexit negotiations. 

Worse still, they foresee elements of the 
widely contested Common Fisheries Policy 
could be still be retained. 

“My gut feeling is they will retain the CFP, 
and possibly sell us off like Edward Heath did 
in the 1970s when he gave away access to our 
waters as a trade off for the common market,” 
said Mr Nichols, who took part in the pro- 
Brexit flotilla along the River Thames with Ni¬ 
gel Farage a week before June’s referendum 
vote. 

“The industry is a shadow of its former self,” 
he adds, “in the 1970s we had really good op¬ 
portunities, but they have slowly been eroded 
by the EU. 

“Most of the fishermen are over 40 and they 
are coming up to retirement with no-one to 
take their place. 

“Quotas just don’t allow you to earn a sus¬ 
tainable living, so most industries have been 
passed down through the family rather than 
attracting younger people into the industry. 

“Our main species is Dover sole, bass and 
cod. But we have been banned from catching 

East 


bass this year on the grounds of conserva¬ 
tion.” 

Quotas - known as the toal allowable catch 
- were introduced as part of the CFP to ensure 
protection of key fish levels to guard against 
over fishing. Each country is given a total 
amount it can fish in certain waters and that is 
then divided or traded among the member 
states. In addition, there are regulations over 
the size of each species caught to ensure fisher¬ 
men do not kill young fish which will eventu¬ 
ally breed to keep levels sustained. 

Although it is not yet known whether the 
quota system will be dropped upon leaving the 
EU, Mr Nichols and other members of the Fish¬ 
ing for Leave campaign fear that Mrs May’s 
plan to adopt EU laws into British law under 
the Great Repeal Bill could leave fishermen 
saddled with Brussels legislation. 

In a House of Lords report released in De¬ 
cember, it was found that the UK fishing in¬ 
dustry will need continued EU markets if it is 
to thrive after Brexit. 

It also warns that Britain may have to allow 
EU-registered boats to fish in UK waters as 
part of an overall deal, as well as suggesting 
that elements of the CFP should be retained. 

Green MEP for the south east Keith Taylor 
agrees the UK will still have to agree on fishing 
quotas with its European neighbours post- 
Brexit. He also said the reformed Common 
Fisheries Policy helps, not harms the country’s 
fishing stocks as it prevents over-fishing. 

He told us: “The EU is phasing out the dis¬ 
carding of unwanted fish and setting quotas 
more in line with scientific advice. 

“EU fishing quotas may attract controversy 
but they are often misunderstood. Fisheries 
ministers from across the EU work to set the 
limits, but it is UK government that is respon¬ 
sible for distributing the country’s fishing quo¬ 
ta. 

“Shockingly, the UK government has decid¬ 
ed to award a single giant Dutch-owned vessel 
a quarter of the English fishing quota. That is 
not an EU decision. In fact, alternative alloca¬ 
tion systems advocated by some pro-Brexit 
groups are already in place elsewhere in Eu¬ 
rope.” 

But Graham West of the Whitstable Fisher¬ 
men’s Association says EU-style quotas cannot 
continue if the industry is to survive. 

“When we went into the common market, 
we had the largest fish stocks and the largest 
fleet,” explains Mr West, who owns West 
Whelks on Whitstable harbour. “Now we have 
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the smallest fish fleet and the smallest stocks left 
as our waters have been abused by other coun¬ 
tries. 

“At the moment we have 250kg quotas of 
skate a month when other boats are allowed to 
catch fives times that. What person wants to go 


to sea for 12 hours and earn £80? 

“A lot of people that set the quotas are sitting 
in an office and haven’t got a clue about how our 
industry works. We’re told we are allowed to 
catch haddock, when we haven’t seen a had¬ 
dock in almost 50 years. 


“At the moment we also have a cod quota, but 
the sea is too warm down here and there is not a 
cod in the sea - although in the north of England 
they have lots. 

“Before you could catch what you want, and 
when they disappeared you would go onto 


something else. 

“But now we have people sitting in an office 
telling us what we can and can’t catch. 

“What we need is a regional board involving 
four to five fishermen who really can fight for us 

Continued on page 16 



Boston fabric 3 seater sofa Usual price £1 749 | Sale Price £1399 1 SAVE £350 
Boston leather easy chair Usual price £1500 | Sale Price £1199 1 SAVE £301 
The perfect addition to any home. 


Nasons 


home 


of 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending February 5,2017 15 









































Continued from page 15 

and have an idea of what fish stocks 
are available in that area.” 

Long-term fishermen Bluey Wal¬ 
pole from Hollowshore Fisheries on 
the Swale estuary is also hoping that 
there will be an end to national quo¬ 
tas determined by the EU. 

“I left school when I was 14 and 
then did an apprenticeship to become 
a fisherman, and I never agreed to go¬ 
ing into the EU in the first place. 

“People with a university educa¬ 
tion do not seem to understand how 
inshore fisheries work. They give us 
stupid quotas at stupid times of the 
year. 

“I get a feeling that I have spent the 
majority of my life being walked 
over.” 

His eldest son Julian Walpole, who 
is a fisherman in Queenborough, add¬ 
ed: “Theresa May hasn’t quite made it 
clear what she is up to, and until we 
start hearing answers from her we 
don’t know what is quite going on 
with the fishing industry. 

“British waters should be fished by 
British boats, but fisheries are already 
saying we will have to use Europe’s 
rules and regulations because we 
don’t know our own. Until we start 
contracting our rules locally it won’t 
get any better. 

“There are too many people telling 
us what we should and shouldn’t do, 
but the truth is scientists who devise 
these rules just don’t understand.” 

As well as campaigning for fisher¬ 
men to have more of control of their 
own stocks, South Thanet MP Craig 
Mackinlay says he will be fighting for 
a better deal for smaller scale fisher¬ 
men. 

Smaller quotas are dished out to 
boats under 10 metres long, which 


primarily makes up the fleet in Kent. 
Because of these restrictions, fisher¬ 
men have reported a huge decline in 
industry in fishing towns like Folke¬ 
stone, Ramsgate and Whitstable. 

Explains the Conservative MP: “In 
Ramsgate, we have many small scale 
fishermen who are extremely envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly but are dished 
out appallingly low quotas. 

“The under 10m boats are also at¬ 
tractive for the tourist industry, as 
people like to come and see some of 
the old fashioned fishing boats. 

“What we need are hourly based 


quotas where whatever you catch 
you keep to ensure the survival of the 
industry.” 

He added: “Skate is a crucial stock, 
particularly in Ramsgate. But as they 
are protected across the EU, you can 
hardly catch any of them. 

“The fishermen are reporting that 
they are seeing lots of them, so it 
would make sense if they were able to 
manage our own stocks locally.” 

MP for Canterbury and Whitstable 
Sir Julian Brazier said although the 
number of fishing vessels had dra¬ 
matically declined over the years, 


Brexit represented a “real opportuni¬ 
ty” to rebuild our fishing industry. 

“I think the EU has been a disaster 
for fishing and that’s why so many 
fishermen have come to parliament 
to protest,” he said. 

“Whilst we need to re-assert our 
territorial waters, we don’t need to 
exclude everyone and our new deal is 
likely to be better. 

“There has to be something done 
about a system where we throw fresh, 
dead fish over the side. 

“What we also need is a better deal 
for smaller vessels, as at the moment 


too much quota is taken up by the 
larger vessels.” 

Speaking of potentially keeping 
some elements of the widely contest¬ 
ed CFP, Mr Brazier added: “Overall it’s 
in our national interest to negotiate 
where we can, but only we should de¬ 
cide what elements we should keep. 

“It’s important to recognise that 
fishing has been hammered by the 
EU. It will take us years and years to 
turn it around, but now we are taking 
charge of it.” 

Despite scepticism from fishermen 
around the county, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the National Federation of 
Fishermen’s Organisations Barrie C. 
Deas said he was confident fishing 
would be given priority by ministers 
in Brexit negotiations. 

“When the UK is out of the EU, that 
also means we will come out of the 
disastrous CFP. 

“That doesn’t mean to say our area 
can’t be shared, but we will have in¬ 
ternational fishing negotiations not 
dictated by Europe. 

“But at the moment we are gov¬ 
erned by EU law which means in the 
eastern Channel, 84 per cent of the 
cod quota goes to France and only 
nine per cent goes to the UK. 

“The deal we got in the 1970s and 
80s was so unfair, where fishermen 
weren’t given political priority and 
sacrificed to bigger economic inter¬ 
ests, and areas like Kent did the worst 
when the quotas were introduced as 
they weren’t part of a bigger federa¬ 
tion who would stand up for their in¬ 
terests. 

“But we met with David Davis in 
August and he said fishing will be 
high up on the negotiations with the 
EU, so I believe Brexit gives us an op¬ 
portunity to fix that.” 
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MP slammed on Brexit bill vote 
for ‘looking after number one’ 


Business secretary Greg Clark saw 
his Tunbridge Wells constituency be 
the only one in Kent to vote remain 
in the referendum...but he opted to 
back Brexit bill in this week’s vote 


By Emily King 

EmiLy.King@archant.co.uk 


MP for Tunbridge Wells Greg 
Clark has been slammed as “disin¬ 
genuous” by a leading Liberal 
Democrat councillor, who claims 
Mr Clark “only voted for triggering 
Article 50 to look after his minis¬ 
terial career”. 

This week, all of Kent’s MPs vot¬ 
ed in favour of legislation allowing 
prime minister Theresa May to be¬ 
gin Brexit negotiations. 

The vote in the House of Com¬ 
mons was the result of a verdict 
from the Supreme Court which 
stated that parliament should be 
consulted before the process of 
leaving the European Union be¬ 
gins. 

But while the rest of Kent voted 
to leave the EU in June’s referen¬ 
dum, Tunbridge Wells was the 
only constituency in the county 
wanting to remain - with the vote 
seeing 55 per cent in favour of re¬ 
maining - a choice also preferred 
by its MP. It thus left business sec¬ 
retary Mr Clark facing the chal¬ 
lenge of either following the deci¬ 
sion of his constituents or toeing 
the party line. 

Speaking to KoS last year, he re¬ 
fused to be drawn on his voting 
intentions, but on Wednesday 
night voted for the bill. 

The European Union (notifica¬ 
tion of withdrawal) bill will allow 
Mrs May to invoke Article 50 of 
the EU treaty, and was backed in 
total by 498 MPs to 114 in a vote 
on Wednesday night in the Com¬ 
mons. 

The only other Kent MP not to 
back the government was Thanet 
North’s Sir Roger Gale - but not 
through choice. He was unable to 
vote as he was chosen to chair the 
committee stage of the bill. 

After keeping a low profile after 
the vote, Mr Clark said in a state¬ 
ment on Friday: “I am a democrat. 
We had a UK-wide referendum on 
membership of the EU and I al¬ 
ways said that I would abide by the 
result. 

“Although I campaigned to re¬ 
main, the majority voted to leave 
so we must begin negotiations 
with the EU. To begin negotia¬ 
tions, Article 50 must be invoked 
and so of course I will vote to do so. 

“My role as business secretary is 
to work hard and constructively to 
get the best possible deal so that 
we can continue to enjoy a strong, 
positive and successful relation- 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 
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MP: Greg Clark says he was 
simply abiding by the EU result 

ship with our European neigh¬ 
bours. If done with intelligence, 
patience and courtesy, I believe 
this is possible and I will do every¬ 
thing I can to achieve it.” 

But it enraged opposition par¬ 
ties in Tunbridge Wells. 

Liberal Democrat councillor for 
the St James ward, Ben Chapelard, 
was stinging in his views. 

He told KoS: “His vote shows his 
loyalty to the prime minister takes 
priority over anything else. Be¬ 
cause she’s given him his cabinet 
post, it shows he’s a Westminster 
man in Tunbridge Wells, rather 
than a Tunbridge Wells man in 
Westminster. 

“He has been completely disin¬ 
genuous. 

“He only voted for triggering 
Article 50 to look after number 
one - his ministerial career. He’s a 
career politician. He has no con¬ 
nection with Tunbridge Wells, he 
has just been placed there for his 
own benefit. 

“He’s out there doing Nigel 
Farage’s bidding instead of stand¬ 
ing by his priniciples.” 

Nationally, the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats were staunchly opposed to 
leaving the EU and have been call¬ 
ing for another referendum to de¬ 
cide on the final Brexit deal. 

Cllr Chapelard added: “We’ve 
accepted that we will come out of 
the European Union, but we think 
the people deserve a say on the 
deal we make, otherwise we’re go¬ 
ing to end up with resentment 
from both sides and the public are 
going to think the political elite 
have just gone straight above their 
heads.” 

Charlie Elphicke, MP for Dover, 



VOTE : The controversial Brexit bill debate and vote took place on Wednesday night at the House of Commons 


who had voted remain, made it 
clear to the Commons, before the 
vote, that he had the best wishes 
and intentions for his constituents 
in mind, and that he would work 
hard to deliver the Brexit that they 
asked for. 

He said: “For centuries Dover 
has had an important role as the 
gateway and guardian of the king¬ 
dom. 

“So in the referendum cam¬ 
paign I was concerned about the 
potential impact on border securi¬ 
ty, the impact on cross-border co¬ 
operation, the potential impact on 
trade, because Dover is, in a very 
real sense, on the frontline. 

“I set out these concerns to my 
constituents as well as my con¬ 
cerns about the medium-term 
risks to the economy. 

“There was a referendum and 
after a long debate, a thorough de¬ 
bate, people knew what they were 
voting for, and they made a clear 
decision. 

“My constituents are very clear, 
number one: There must be an end 
to unchecked EU migration, 
number two: No more billions for 
bloated Brussels bureaucrats, and 
that means very clearly that we 
must leave the single market and if 
we want to do trade deals with the 
East 


rest of the world, we need to leave 
the customs union. 

“For Dover that has a real im¬ 
pact, I make no bones for that, and 
that’s why I am working hard to 
make this work. 

“I have put together proposals 
as to how we can restore border 
patrols at Dover effectively, I have 
put together a group on how we 
can manage customs leaving the 
European Union in two years and 
how we can be ready on day one, 
and it is the job of this house and 
each and every one of its members 
not just to respect the result but to 
make it work for the good of the 
British people.” 

Following the clearing of the 
first hurdle in parliament, the 
main Commons skirmishes over 
the legislation will come during its 
committee stage from this coming 
Monday to Wednesday, when MPs 
will scrutinise the bill in detail and 
put forward amendments for 
votes. 

The third reading of the bill, its 
final Commons stage, is expected 
on Wednesday February 8, and 
will give MPs a final chance to say 
whether they approve of the bill 
before it passes to the House of 
Lords, where the stages are re¬ 
peated. 
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Mixed messages muddy the 
real issue over transgender 

Medway author says one in 100 feel they were born into the wrong gender, but 
that a host of “misconceptions and ignorance” is making it hard to ‘come out’ 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


T HE common perception of 
transgender people re¬ 
mains that of “ignorance 
and misconception”, 

claims an author who says 
there could be as many as 17,000 in 
Kent alone. 

Declan Henry, a social worker from 
Gillingham who has recently penned 
a book about the issue, believes “one 
in 100 people are transgender”. 

Transgender is defined as someone 
whose identity and sense of gender 
does not correspond to the sex they 
were born to. 

But Mr Henry insists barriers are 
beginning to come down and that 
“within 10 years everyone will know 
somebody who is transgender”. 

In his book, Trans Voices, which 
was written following interviews 
with over 100 trans people, he hopes 
it will help educate the public as to the 
issues involved. 

Speaking to KoS, he explained: 
“The majority of people will never 


have met a transgender person, al¬ 
though many will have seen a TV 
programme about a trans person. 

“Most people are still relatively new 
to this concept and as a result there 
remains a lot of curiosity, ignorance 
and misconceptions about the rea¬ 
sons why a man would ever desire to 
become a woman or why a woman 
would ever desire to become a man, 
and what the terminology used actu¬ 
ally means.” 

Dr Jane Hamlin, a transsexual 
woman, and the secretary of the na¬ 
tional Beaumont Society for the trans 
community, explained further: 
“Transgender is an umbrella term for 
anyone who adopts a gender other 
than that of their birth gender. 

“Transsexual is more specific how¬ 
ever. A transsexual is someone who, 
in legal and medical terms and under 
the Equality Act 2010, proposes to 
undergo or has undergone gender re¬ 
assignment surgery.” 

Although reassignment surgery - a 
procedure whereby the patient re¬ 
ceives the genitals of the gender they 
choose to identify as - cannot take 
place until they are at least 18, it is 


becoming more common for trans 
people to come out at an early age, 
and Mr Henry claims this often re¬ 
sults in the misconception that their 
declaration is a “phase”. 

“It is not a phase, or a lifestyle 
choice,” reaffirms Dr Hamlin. “People 
think you choose to do this, but you 
don’t choose it any more than you 
choose to be left handed. Many people 
suppress their feelings because of soci¬ 
ety, even though it’s more relaxed now 
than it ever has been. People still feel 
like they can’t be as they should be.” 

Following the airing of a recent 
BBC Two documentary, Transgander 
Kids: Who Know’s Best?, criticism 
has flown towards parents who ‘rush’ 
to put the label on their child. 

Mr Henry says: “No young person 
is rushed, because they simply can’t 
be. They have to go through thor¬ 
ough psychological assessments be¬ 
fore they’re allowed to start hormone 
treatment, and even then, they have 
to live openly as a transgender person 
for a year before they can have sur¬ 
gery. Although if they’re younger 
than 18, they’ll have to wait even 
longer than that.” 


Speaking of her own experience, Dr 
Hamlin says it took years for her to 
finish her transition to womanhood. 

“I first saw my GP in the October, 
and I was extremely lucky that he 
was so understanding and non- 
judgemental. I was then referred to 
the gender clinic the following Febru¬ 
ary and had appointments every six 
weeks with psychiatrists, until they 
believed I was a ‘serious’ case, at 
which point I was then placed on hor¬ 
mone treatment. 

“After being on hormones for a year 
I was referred to another specialist 
who diagnosed me with severe gender 
dysmorphia and pointed me towards 
the surgeon. Two years later, having 
lived officially as a woman and after 
changing my name, I had my surgery. 
That was five years ago now. 

“The real danger here is that the 
waiting list can be so long, or they 
can be fearful of telling their GP, that 
people will buy hormones from the 
internet instead, risking their 
health,” she added. 

Another common misconception is 
that gender identity and sexuality are 
linked. 



“Society often thinks a transgender 
individual is a gay person dressed up, 
but this is very untrue,” says Mr Henry. 

Dr Hamlin reiterates: “It’s not true 
that if you are transsexual you are 
gay. You can be born a man, who has 
a wife and children, but truly identi¬ 
fies as a woman, and goes through 
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QUESTION : How people identify with their gender and the impact on relationships can be a real challenge 


gender reassignment, but that still 
loves and is sexually attracted to her 
wife. We, like any other community, 
have homosexuals within our group, 
but that doesn’t mean that we all are 
homosexual.” 


Yet the statistic of one in 100 peo¬ 
ple being transgender will lead to 
many raising an eyebrow. Especially 
as the issue only recently appears to 
have emerged in the public con¬ 
sciousness. 


Dr Hamlin explains: “The biggest 
fear for most transgender people who 
are hiding their real identity is that 
they will be rejected by the people 
they love. One woman I spoke with 
here at Beaumont was completely cut 



AUTHOR: Declan Henry 


off by her mother when she came out, 
and then her mother also told the 
woman’s siblings that if they tried to 
keep in contact she would cut them 
off as well. 

“But people are also terrified of hu¬ 
miliation by strangers. Society is scared 
of what it doesn’t understand, and with 
that comes hostility and abuse. That’s 
why it is so important that we raise 
awareness and cure ignorance. Per¬ 
sonally, I’ve been very lucky. I’ve had 
some abuse shouted at me in the street 
but nothing more than that.” 

Author Mr Henry added: “It’s a re¬ 
ally big deal for people to come out, 
and it’s often the case that when they 
do they receive various amounts of 
abuse. 

“The police are very good at taking 
trans people seriously and they really 
do have the law on their side because 
there are specially trained officers to 


deal with these kind of hate crimes. 
None of my interviewees ever criti¬ 
cised the police.” 

According to Mr Hamlin, questions 
trans people are regularly asked are 
“what if you change your mind?”, or 
“what if you later regret your sur¬ 
gery?” 

But he adds: “I didn’t meet a single 
person who regretted their decision. 

“Whereas before they came out 
some of them struggled with anxiety 
and depression, once they came out it 
was like a weight had been lifted off 
their shoulders. All of them felt re¬ 
lieved. The mental health issues asso¬ 
ciated with transgender people are 
often caused by not being or becom¬ 
ing who they really are.” 

Dr Hamlin confirmed: “I felt great 
when I came out, the pressure on my 
chest was released and I was able to 
fully embrace my true identity and 
gender.” 

Yet it remains that however hard it is 
to reveal they are trans to friends and 
family, that news can be a major shock 
to friends and family and one which is 
difficult for them to copmrehend. 

“There are societies out there like 
Beaumont Partners and Spouses to 
lend support for people in that situa¬ 
tion,” says Dr Hamlin. “But what I 
would advise is that if someone you 
know explains they are trans, you 
just listen to them when they’re tell¬ 
ing you. Talk to them about it and 
about how they feel. Reassurance is 
the key thing, you need to tell them 
that you loved them as the gender 
they were born as, and that you love 
them still.” 

Trans Voices by Declan Henry is 
published by Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers as an e-book. For in¬ 
formation visit declanhenry.org. 
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How Leeds Castle and a visit 
by JFK inspired White House 

As Donald Trump settles into life in America’s seat of power, it has emerged 
some of the most recognisable interior design took its inspiration from Kent 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE redecoration of a 
number of rooms in Don¬ 
ald Trump’s new home, 
the White House, last cen¬ 
tury took inspiration from 
one of Kent’s most iconic landmarks, 
it has emerged. 

And one of its most famous former 
residents, John F. Kennedy, visited 
the county as a house party guest 
just before the Second World War. 

The fascinating history, unbe¬ 
knownst to many, has been revealed 
by heritage bosses at Leeds Castle, 
near Maidstone, which was built in 
1119. 

The state rooms at the castle are 
home to the type of interior design so 
inspirational, it warranted mirror¬ 
ing at arguably the most important 
building in the world. 

Some of the designs are still seen 
whenever the commander-in-chief 
addresses the United States, and in¬ 
deed the world, at White House me¬ 
dia events, meaning the likes of 


Barack Obama, George W. Bush and 
Ronald Reagan have all appeared on 
camera in front of designs first ap¬ 
pearing here in Kent. 

It began in 1933 when Olive, Lady 
Baillie, the Anglo-American heiress 
and owner of Leeds Castle, launched 
an intense client-dec orator relation¬ 
ship with Stephane Boudin - of influ¬ 
ential decorating house Jansen - 
spanning three decades and 
involving several houses including 
her London residence. 

From 1935 Boudin embarked upon 
what was to be one of his most cele¬ 
brated interiors with the redecora¬ 
tion of Leeds Castle featuring Louis 
XV-style panelling, which fooled 
even the greatest connoisseurs of pe¬ 
riod architectural detail. 

Frenchman Boudin was to become 
one of the best designers of the 20th 
century with clients including crown 
princes of Europe and famously the 
Kennedys for the redecoration of the 
White House from 1961 until 1963. 

The interior designs featured in a 
television documentary presented by 
JFK’s wife, Jackie, and achieved near- 
iconic status in the history of Ameri¬ 


can decorative arts and design. 

In 1936 at Leeds Castle, in place of 
the former breakfast room, Boudin 
and Lady Baillie created a large 
drawing room, with antique yellow 
damask upholstered walls, capped 
by a Baroque design continuous 
quilted valance - or lambrequin - 
which was elaborately detailed with 
ornamental tapes and tassels. 

The same French textile manufac¬ 
turer Tassinari & Chatel, who creat¬ 
ed a yellow silk damas design for 
Lady Baillie, also produced the yel¬ 
low silk curtain, Lampas ‘Maison 
Blanche’, for the East Room in the 
White House, a design which can 
still be seen today on curtains be¬ 
hind the president and heads of state 
during press conferences. 

The state and ground-floor rooms 
of the White House borrowed details 
from previous Jansen commissions, 
including the library and dining 
room of Leeds Castle, serving as in¬ 
spiration for their White House 
counterparts. 

The distressed blue and white 
scheme of the panelled Vermeil 
Room was based on that of Lady 


Baillie’s bedroom at Leeds Castle. 

In the newly released film about 
JFK’s wife, ‘Jackie’, Natalie Portman’s 
Mrs Kennedy speaks of the “histori¬ 
cal significance of objects and arte¬ 
facts, perhaps more so than humans, 
for standing the test of time, for their 
beauty and style. 

“It is through redecoration [of the 
White House interiors] that we are 
able to meet the figures that shaped 
our history.” 

The association between the 
Kennedys and Lady Baillie extends 
beyond interior design; in November 
1938 JFK visited Leeds Castle as a 
house party guest with his elder 
brother Joseph Kennedy and his sis¬ 
ter Kathleen, later to become Lady 
Hartington. 

In June 1939, Joseph and Kathleen 
returned to Leeds Castle with the 
president’s sister Eunice who, ac¬ 
cording to the Leeds Castle visitor 
book, recalls her brother Joe playing 
tennis with other members of the 
party. 

The legacy and conservation of 
Boudin’s designs continue today, as 
the heritage team at Leeds Castle 



oversees redecoration works in the 
Yellow Silk Drawing Room from Jan¬ 
uary to March 2017. 

Last month, Zenzi Tinker Conser¬ 
vation, a highly respected textile 
conservator, removed the lambre¬ 
quin from the drawing room walls 
for conservation cleaning. 


WELLING MOBILITY Stair Lifts & Recliners 

CAN’T WALK COME IN AND TALK 

(WE HAVE ALL YOUR MOBILITY NEEDS UNDER 1 ROOF ASK THE EXPERTS) 



Electric 
Mobility 
Veo X22 
amp 
battery 



Liberty car 
transportable 
scooter. 

Light and 
easy to handle 


Scooters from £450 



SPECIAL OFFER £695 


SPECIAL OFFER £725 


Escape Model 
Wheelchairs from £150 



Bath lifts 

SPECIAL OFFER £350 


Minivator stair lift 
from £1250 

ji 


Supply 
& Fitted. 
WARRANTY 

1 Yr £1250, 

2 Yr £1500, 

3 Yr £1700. 


Rise & Recliner Chairs 

Dual Motor £725 
Single Motor £695 



Powerchairs 
from £1295 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Minivator straight stair 
lift £1250 only Supplied 
+ Fitted with 1 year 
Warranty. Limited time. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Zoom Rollator 

Super light and easy to fold. 
Range of colours available. 

£110 




We care for your care... 


Personal Service and after care that you can’t get from other suppliers 

38-40 Perry Street, Gravesend, Kent DAI 1 8RE • 01474 564897 

111 Bellegrove Road, Welling, Kent DA16 3PG • 020 8304 0070 


www.welling-mobility.co.uk 




QUALITY FURNITURE 

HUGE SAVINGS 
LIMITED TIME 
DON’T MISS OUT! 


Chunky Oak Widescreen TV Stand 
Was £289 SALE PRICE £219 




2m Wide Sliding 
Door Wardrobe 
Was 24861- 
SALE PRICE £999 
Delivered & assembled. 


Single Door 
Ivory Wardrobe 
Was £699 

SALE PRICE £349 


3 Door Oak Sideboard. 

Was £469 SALE PRICE £389 


Chunky Oak Extending Oak 
Table and 4 Oak Chairs. 




Was £996 SALE PRICE £695 


Fore ve rFu rn it u re 


Fabulous furniture. Amazingly affordable 


21 -23 Pickford Lane, Bexleyheath DA7 4RD 

020 8304 7400 

info@foreverfurniturebexleyheath.co.uk 
www. fore verfu rn itu rebexl ey h eath .co.uk 
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D0RTTORD 

GREEK T AVERNA 


ilHTTln 


, EMERGENCY v 
( DENTURE \ 
REPAIRS WHILE 
l YOU WAIT j 

^ * within 24 hrs by ' 
^appointment^ 


Tooth Additions • Repair and Replacement • New 
and Copy Dentures • Flexi Dentures • Cleaning 

We will tailor your care to you from start to 
finish and be with you every step of the way. 


Call for appo 
020 8309 0833 I 07951 


ENTURES 


£□ Llk 


or pop in for a complimentary 15 minute chat: 
1,B Woodside Road, Sidcup, Kent DAI 5 7JF 
| Mobile friendly rn.1osd.com 


-Weddings -Anniversaries 

- Corporate events - Birthdays 

- Large family get-togethers 


website: www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk 
Tel: 01322 271888 • email: dartfordtaverna@aol.com 


59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, DAI 1 BG 


Everyone deserves a smile 

Making dentures for 20 years, we have the knowledge 
and experience to understand the importance of well 
fitting dentures and the confidence boost of a smile. 


FAMOUS: White House interior design drew on inspiration from Leeds Castle. Inset, assassinated president JFK 


The castle curator was delighted 
to discover original labelling on the 
reverse of the fabric describing the 
object. 

The cleaning will take some 
weeks and will be in three stages in¬ 


cluding a dry brush vacuum, sol¬ 
vent cleaning with each tassel 
cleaned individually, rinsing and 
drying. 

Meanwhile, Tassinari & Chatel 
have been commissioned to create a 


new antique yellow damask wall 
fabric matching Boudin’s original 
design, as the original has signifi¬ 
cantly deteriorated beyond repair. 

The Yellow Silk Drawing Room 
re-opens to the public in April. 


RENOVATION: Work at Leeds 
Castle has seen rooms decorated at 
the behest of Lady Baillie be cleaned 
and improved as part of on-going 
work at the castle near Maidstone 


\ SATURDAYS IS PARTY NIGHT 

Greek Night 

■ LIVE MUSIC, GREEK MUSIC & DANCING, 
BELLY DANCER, DJ & DISCO 
£20pp, which includes a 2-course meal. 

We cater for large parties including: Birthdays, 
Office parties and Hen & Stag do's 


DON'T MISS OUR 
SPECIAL THEMED NIGHTS 

Rory J as the Legendary Michael Jackson 

(as seen on Britain's Got Talent) Friday 24th March / 9th June / 8th 
September 2017. £22 per person, includes entry + 2 course meal 

ELVIS starring Mario 

Friday 24th Feb & 23rd June 

£22 per person includes entry +2 course meal 

LADIES' NIGHT 21 st April + other dates to follow 

2 Course meal & show. Drag queen + hunky male stripper 
Call us or visit our website for more details 

NORMAL GREEK PARTY NIGHTS 

available to book now 


THURSDAY RELAX AND ENJOY OUR GREEK HOSPITALITY £10 FOR 2 COURSES 


PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Book your special day with us 

We hold up to 130 people 
Available 7 days a week 
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the wedding show 


the perfect show for planning 
your perfect day... 


ASCOT RACECOURSE 

11-12 MARCH 2017, 10am-4pm 


Spectacular choreographed fashion shows 
Live entertainment performances • Wedding dresses • Florists 
Jewellery • Bridesmaids’ dresses • Ft air and beauty • Groomswear 
Photographers • Cars • Venues • Cake decorations • Champagne bar 


Tickets £5 in advance 

www.theweddinsshow.co.uk 
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Alternatives to 
food and roses 
this Valentine’s 



Get arty 

Now, going round the Turner Contemporary 
art gallery does require at least a drop of artistic 
interest or you will really find yourself kicking 
your heels. But the good news is that the Margate 
gallery isn’t actually very big, so a jaunt round it, 
even for those with little appreciation for creative 
endeavour, can show willing to your partner 
with a taste for the finer things in life, and be out 
in an amount of time which allows you to go and 
do plenty of other things with your afternoon or 
evening. And Margate certainly has lots to offer, 
with its reinvigorated Old Town and mass of bars 
and restaurants. 


Next weekend lovers across the county will be 
looking to find the perfect day out to impress 
ahead of February 14. We take a look at some of 
the different options to woo your beloved in style 


R ESTAURANTS are bracing them¬ 
selves for one of the busiest nights of 
the year this month as the county 
becomes gripped in Valentine’s Day 
fever. 

The annual opportunity to demonstrate your 
love to your nearest and dearest is either all a 


rather cynical marketing ploy or one of the 
most eagerly anticipated dates on the calendar. 

But aside from simply going out for a roman¬ 
tic meal, or presenting your beloved with a 
bunch of red roses, there are plenty of other 
ways to get in a romantic mood ahead of the big 
day. Here are just a few... 



Take a trip on the train 

It is unlikely those who take the 7.06 Tonbridge 
to Charing Cross service every morning would 
leap at the chance of climbing on board a train 
during their precious free time, but there’s plenty 
more to life on the rails that the delights of South¬ 
eastern or Southern’s mainline rail services. 

And what could be more romantic than board¬ 
ing a steam train for a trip through our county’s 
glorious countryside? 

There’s the Kent and East Sussex Railway, the 
Spa Valley Railway and plenty more besides that 
can put the steam back into your relationship. 
And if size isn’t everything, then why not head to 
the Romney Marsh, Hythe and Dymchurch light 
railway instead? 



Get on your bikes and ride 

Now, if the weather is freezing cold or there are 
gales afoot, taking to a bit of pedal power may not 
be your first option. But, if it’s calm then there can 
be few better ways to spend some quality time and 
enjoy the great outdoors than by jumping on 
your bike and heading on to one of the county’s 
dedicated cycle paths. There you can enjoy the 
countryside of the coast, while getting the blood 
pumping with the one you love. There’s an almost 
complete route around the coast which avoids 
you having to take to the roads, and if you’re 
peckish en route, well you can grab that romantic 
meal as you go. Check out Sustrans.org.uk for a 
full map of all the key cycle routes in the county. 



Be king or queen of the castle 

When it comes to romance, it takes quite a lot to 
beat the majestic splendour of a castle - wrapped 
up in fascinating history and the perfect place to 
stroll hand-in-hand around on Valentine’s Day. 

From the sweeping beauty of Leeds Castle to the 
splendour of Hever Castle, which opens its doors 
again next Saturday in time to welcome lovers to 
its grounds and even gives you the chance to stay 
and enjoy one of its special Valentine’s packages, 
there are plenty of great places to enjoy. 

Or perhaps you’d rather the more sedate Walmer 
Castle, or the sheer drama of Dover Castle? Either 
way, they’ll make you love history and Kent al¬ 
most as much as you love each other. 



Get locked up 

Admittedly, being locked in a room with your 
other half for an hour, may not sound like fun for 
everyone, but the escape game phenomenon is 
growing and is the perfect way for your partner¬ 
ship to be demonstrated with a bit of clever 
thinking and deductions. The premise is simple, 
you pay your money and then get locked in a 
room and told you must solve a mystery within 
60 minutes using only the clues within the room. 
Normally, it’s about finding number codes to 
unlock padlocks. But it requires teamwork and is 
surprisingly good fun. What’s more, there’s a 
growing number in Kent. From Escape Room Live 
in Chatham, to The Panic Room in Gravesend, 
Time Quest in Paddock Wood and Escape and 
Escape Plan in Canterbury there’s one near you. 
Be quick, though, they book up fast. 



Go wild 

No relationship is complete without a certain el¬ 
ement of monkey business, and the good news is 
that Kent has plenty of opportunities for you to do 
just that. 

There are the Port Lympne and Howletts wild 
animal parks, for starters, which can offer you 
monkeys, lions, tigers, elephants and much more 
besides. Take a relaxing stroll and admire the 
magnificent beasts. Or perhaps go and take in the 
birds of prey at Eagle Heights in Eynsford, Wing- 
ham Wildlife Park or Wildwood, near Canterbury. 
After all, a good relationship needs a touch of the 
animal once in a while doesn’t it? 


Take a seat 

Going to the theatre is always a rather romantic 
experience. After all, it’s a little bit more sophisti¬ 
cated than simply heading to your local cinema to 
catch the latest blockbuster, and the opportunity 
to have a glass of wine before and during the per¬ 
formance can make it a far more cultured trip out 
rather than simply chowing down on a box of pop¬ 
corn. 

And Kent has plenty of shows on for Valetine’s 
Day to generate a bit of heat. At the Marlowe, star 
of Strictly Come Dancing Brendan Cole will be 
working up a sweat, while at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre you can see it all hang out with the musi¬ 
cal production of The Full Monty. Check the box 
office for tickets. 


Take in the sand and pebbles 

When it comes to big romantic gestures, you 
don’t always need to splash the cash. After all, 
when it comes to classic romantic jaunts, why not 
simply head to the coast and take a stroll along 
the beach? 

Granted, the weather may be a little distract¬ 
ing, but wrap up warm and walk arm-in-arm 
with your loved one and you may find it proves 
just the tonic. There’s plenty of sandy beaches so 
the brave can kick off their shoes and go for a pad¬ 
dle - it may prove chilly, but it will be a walk to 
remember. And isn’t that the point of Valentine’s 
Day? 
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The effectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing have 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix. 

They looked at 500 econometric models, across a 
five-year period and discovered that adding newspapers 
dramatically increases the return on investment of 
other media. 

Over half were service companies who saw the 
effectiveness of their TV advertising double, ROI of their 
overall campaigns treble and their online digital display 
enjoy a four-fold increase. 


Individual categories also saw impressive results. 

Automotive campaigns clocked a 70% increase. 

In travel, effectiveness trebled. In retail it leapt by 
2.8 times. And most remarkable of all, in the financial 
category, Benchmarketing uncovered an increase 
of 5.7 times. 

So, whatever business you are in, you should 
be in the newspapers. 

newsworks.org.uk/effectiveness 



news media 

association 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


VENUE: Dreamland is the new home to the alternative music festival which previously was based in Brighton 




inson 


ei way., om 
es festiva 


The Undercover Festival confirms its eclectic line-up for Dreamland debut 


S INGER-songwriter Tom 
Robinson - best known for 
his hits 2-4-6-8 Motor¬ 
way and War Baby - has 
been confirmed as the 
headliner for the Undercover Festi¬ 
val at Margate’s Dreamland later 
this year. 

The event is shifting from its 
regular home in Brighton to the 
Thanet seaside resort for its fifth 
annual outing. 

The two-day festival, which 
describes itself as “one of the best 
small alternative festivals the 
south has to offer” takes place over 
September 8-9. 

Other performers include Eddie 
and the Hot Rods, Doctor and the 
Medics, the Angelic Upstarts, Ruts 
DC and Geno Washington and the 
Ram Jam Band. 

Festival goers will be able to 
experience the rides at the park 


with all performances taking place 
undercover. 

Explained Organiser Mick 
Moriarty: “With the latest additions 
we have finally put in place a 
line-up that we believe is packed 
with bands that should appeal to 
most that like their music alterna¬ 
tive. We believe we have most bases 
covered and we guarantee an X 
Factor Free zone as there is no place 
for that on our stages. 

“Preparations are going well and 
ticket sales are up on last year. 

“We believe the usual run-of- 
the-mill festivals tend to book 
bands that in the main are broadly 
similar - and way too safe. We try 
for a line up and experience that is 
something different and appeals to 
a crowd definitely not catered for 
elsewhere. 

“Being a small independent 
grassroots festival is tough because 


media attention is always on the 
big boys. But we’ve got through to 
our fifth year and we’re going 
strong because what we have 
created really has struck a chord 
with people who like their music 
raw and full of the passion and 
energy that only acts like ours 
generate.” 

The Undercover Festival grew 
out of a small tent tucked in the 
back corner of the now departed 
GuilFest in Surrey. Tickets cost £75 
for the two-days and are on sale 
now. 

Kent’s festival scene has 
undergone something of a 
shake-up over recent years. 

Gone are previous summer 
highlights such as the Hop Farm 
Festival in Paddock Wood - which 
attracted the likes of Prince, 
Morrissey, Bob Dylan, Lou Reed 
and Ray Davies - and Canterbury’s 


popular Lounge on the Farm, 
which included sets by Ellie 
Goulding, Nile Rodgers, Emeli 
Sande, Soul II Soul, Fun Lovin’ 
Criminals and The Vaccines. 

While two incarnations of the 
Hop Farm buckled under financial 
pressures, Lounge had been 
expected to return this summer - 
but as yet there appears to be no 
movement on when - or where it 
could be held. It was forced to leave 
its regular home at Merton Farm 
after nine years following its last 
outing in 2014. 

More recently, the county has 
played host to the rock extrava¬ 
ganza of Mote Park’s The Ramblin’ 
Man Fair in Maidstone, which has 
showcased the likes of Whitesnake, 
Hawkwind and Europe, and A New 
Day in Faversham which this year 
stars Big Country and Uriah Heep 
among others. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending February 5,2017 27 












































mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visit., www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents 
who seek a mature solvent 
stylish lady, I can wine and dine 
you, you will have a nice time, 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424781 | 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 
413399 

JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting 
gent with GSOH, must be 
cheerful, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424675 0 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
LIVELY 53 year olcT female, 

young in mind, wants discreet 
fun, loves gardening, dancing 
music etc and more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 57632841 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady 
who is lots of fun seeks like 
minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424491 I 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 


CARLY, 34yrs, attractive and 
discreet military wife seeks no 
strings fun with respectable 
gent. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box 
424419 

ATTRACTIVE well educated 
lady, mid 30's, solvent, 
professional, seeks discreet 
broad minded gent. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3043 Box 425891 
LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette 
seeks gent for laughter, wining 
dining. Age unimportant. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4253371 


seeking adult fun, no time wasters 
pis. I will respond to all msgs. Text 
Only. Mailbox: 4035196 0 
LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425325 0 
OCTAVIA, black seductress, 
53yrs, waiting to meet you. Pis text 
me today. Text Only. Mailbox: 
4090520 | 

AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:425327 0 



50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent. ACA, Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422469 0 

SUE, genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a 
call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424673 0 
SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate 
times. Special friendship, 
mutual respect. Give me a call. 
Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box 408291 
EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 
50s-60s for friendship, possibly 
much more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425341 0 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 
minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 
I can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 
422365 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy 
nights in, good times, call or text 
me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425339 ' 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

textEES toSSEI 

or call 09065005757 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's access charge 89990 cost £ 1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a 
gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424783 0 
MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424775 0 


lady, sociable and fun loving. New 
to the area so WLTM men friends 
for fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424497 0 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424495 0 

PRESENTABLE divorced lady, 
young 60, many interests, animal 
lover, seeks outgoing, cheerful, 
honest, smart looking man, for 
cultural times. Text only Mailbox: 
5576629 0 

SUE, outgoing lady, enjoys life, 
likes meals, holidays, WLTM 
mature gentleman to share 
interests and spend quality time 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424669 

CLARE, 41, attractive, lovely eyes, 
nice figure, smoker, likes beach 
walks, socialising, occasional gigs, 
WLTM a nice gent, any age over 
40, for wining and dining, to be my 
soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424595 0 


a mature solvent stylish lady, I’m 
waiting for you to call me so we can 
wine/dine and have some good 
times ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424335 0 
HI I'm Angie, attractive petite mid 
50s lady. I’m a very very active 
lady, with lots of interests. WLTM 
chap with GSOH, looks/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424333 0 
WIDOW, 62, short, looking for 
friendship at present, interested? 
Ha ha got to phone to find out 
more! Call Jan. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424195 0 
WENDY, 44yrs, dark haired beauty 
with blue eyes and a fab figure. 
WLTM gent any age, give me a call 
and I promise to call you back, or 
text/email. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424339 0 
MELANIE, 49yrs, varied interests, 
attractive, sensual lady seeks gent 
any age or status, call, see what 
happens. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424337 0 


Men Seeking 

mydateM] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 


GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, slim, 
good company, seeking lovely lady athletic build, thick dark hair, blue 
for good times and fun and loving, eyes, loves sports, seeks slim 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 0906 
425369 0 515 7112 Box No: 425087 

BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 



All messages received £1.50. Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated. Messages are responded 
to by realseivice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a pubic 
space and do not give personal debits to people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


BRUNETTE lady, 70, slim, 
sophisticated, size 10, kind of like 
Helen Mirren as a brunette, lives 
near Tunbridge Wells, WLTM a 
genuine, hopefully family oriented 
gentleman, for genuine friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424877 

SARAH, mature feminine lady, 
kind caring but still has a sensual 
side, hoping to meet like minded, 
confident, non smoking gent with 
GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424777 0 
PHILIPPA, feminine open minded 
lady seeking adult fun, genuine 
responses only pis, no time- 
wasters. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4030610 0 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425323 0 
SANDRA, smart, sophisticated 
lady, young looking 60s, genuine 
and kind, seeks gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424671 0 
HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424493 0 


CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, 
friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425345 0 
PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343 0 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please call. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425335 0 

PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 64^ 

widowed, own house, loves 
holidays abroad, reading, eating 
out, eating in and shows, WLTM a 
lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times together 
hopefully leading to lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425787 0 
MALE, 70s, would like to meet slim 
lady 60 plus. Text only. Mailbox: 
4505135 0 

HELLO, mature gentleman looking 
for a lady who is caring, likes 
holidays, karaoke, meals out, 
country walks and cinema. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 425401 0 


EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, social 
events, and lots more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423039 0 
TALL, lively old boy, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks tactile 
lady for company and jolly jaunts. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425021 0 

MALE, 58, wishes to meet 
attractive female, into music, live 
bands, cinema and some sports, 
for nights out socialising and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424979 
PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, tall, 
attractive and genuine. Seeks 
genuine feminine lady for genuine 
romance. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425333 0 
PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. I’m 
kind, caring, generous pis call me. 
Single mums welcome. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425331 0 

GENUINE gentleman, family 
minded, kind, generous seeks lady 
55-75 for wining, dining and wine 
and laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425329 0 
NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 0 


down to earth 
guy, lives in Kent, 
likes Marbaia, looking 
for someone special to 
meet and have a laugh with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424951 0 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 

NICK, mature male, builder, 
tattoos, plenty of money, looking 
for discreet meets, no stings in 
the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424787 0 
MARTIN trustworthy, warm 
hearted, loving, reliable male, 45, 
6ft, medium build, young at heart, 
GSOH, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

424681 0 

MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, 
looking for loyal partner for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424679 0 

CARING 55yr old male, widower, 
6ft 3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun 
and laughter, maybe happy ever 
after. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424677 0 

COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, 
I’m after some tic with no strings 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422359 0 
ANDY, tall attractive male, 
looking for a naughty female, for 
fun with no strings attached. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424295 0 

MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, 
likes classic cars, days out, 
meals out, boot fares, most 
things, would like to meet a lady 
for company and to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424207 0 
JOHN, 70, widower, lives in 
Broadstairs, Kent, slim, fit, active, 
young at heart, kind, caring and 
loving, likes country/beach walks, 
holidays, days out, theatre, 
eating out, music, animals, 
WLTM slim, attractive lady, to 
share interests and nice times 
together Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424043 
RETIRED, intelligent, Broadstairs 
widower, GSOH, medium height 
and build, seeks slim lady for 
friendship and companionship 
initially. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424697 



LIVELY old 

boy, ohoc, near s 
Folkestone, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 0 

GENTLEMAN, 76yrs old, clean 
shaven with a good head of hair 
and a smart dresser, hoping to 
meet lady for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423645 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black 
hair, blue eyes, medium build, 
likes sports, gardening, music, 
seeks female with GSOH and 
genuine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 388372 
BRIAN, 6ft3, fit, bit grey but 
genuine and kind, looking for a 
naughty female, for no strings 
adult fun, if you’re interested 
please get back to me, aca. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423483 

HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 
5ft9, from Sittingbourne in Kent, 
looking for someone to have 
some fun with and see where it 
goes! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422905 1 


GARY, 

53, caring, 
likes snooker, 
bowls, looking for a 
nice woman to meet 
and fall in love with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423145 0 




Then send to 

80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs £1 .SO per message. To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMediaUK 
Ltd, RH16 3EG Need Help? Call 0207 720 7130 

ANDREW, 50, slim to medium 
build, lives in Ashford/Kent area, 
WLTM a women, 40-70, for 
discreet fun, would be great to 
hear from you so get back to find 
out more! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423271 0 
TALL single early 60's male 
looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5496781 


59YR old male, likes country 
walks, pub lunches, seeks lady 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424685 0 

MALE 50 seeks mature, 
homeloving lady, 60 plus who 
enjoys cosy nights in. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

424683 0 


MALE, 53, 5ft6, single, 

hardworking, looking for | 
slim/small lady, 40-56. 
Maidstone, Kent. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423363 0 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 


JAMES, 34, seeks dominant, slim, 
Canterbury/Thanet male, 30-40, 
likes reading, music, walking, films, 
eating out, nights in, looking for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424485 0 
GAY guy, friendly with a GSOH, 
likes sport and art, WLTM similar 
guy for a relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425563 0 
SIMON, 29yrs, gay curious, seek¬ 
ing older gent for new experi¬ 
ences, must be discreet as I live at 
home. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4196422 0 

Friends 

SEEKING ladies for good 
company, socialising and a bit of 
fun, BBW local to Kent, get in 
touch and lets start having fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413623 0 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


rj 


Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 30/01/17 
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One-man show on the magic 
and friendship of comedy icons 


A banging concert opening 


THE Garrison Artillery 
Volunteers will open this year’s 
Leeds Castle Classical Concert 
with three Second World War 
guns on July 8. 

For tickets visit the website 
leedscastleconcert.co.uk 




LEGEND : Jeffrey Holland as the one and only Stan Laurel in his one-man stage show 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


F OR those of a certain vin¬ 
tage, or simply an appe¬ 
tite for divine comedy 
timing, then the magic of 
Laurel and Hardy will not 
be a stranger to you. 

Easy to dismiss the genius of the 
duo, they rose to prominance dur¬ 
ing the 1920s in silent movies then 
united to deliver a series of memo¬ 
rable shorts and feature length 
movies which captured the hearts 
of the world during their hey-day 
of the 1930s. 

And it is the relationship be¬ 
tween the two individuals who 
will forever be united in our collec¬ 
tive memories which lies at the 
heart of a moving one-man stage 
show which heads to Tonbridge 
this month - performed by a man 
familiar to millions. 

Jeffery Holland has been a regu¬ 
lar on sit corns through the years - 
most notably as comic Spike in the 
long-running Hi-De-Hi and You 
Rang M’Lord. He also had roles in 
Dad’s Army and Coronation Street. 

But in recent years he has won 
critical acclaim for his show And 
This Is My Friend Mr Laurel. 


Set in the bedroom of a sick - and 
ultimately dying - Oliver Hardy, 
the show takes place during Lau¬ 
rel’s visit to his long time comedy 
partner and close friend. 

In it, they recount their past suc¬ 
cess and lives in what is both a hu¬ 
morous and touching look at one 
of the great cinematic partner¬ 
ships of the last century. 

Oliver Hardy died in 1957 at the 
age of 65 after suffering several 


years of ill health and a major stroke. 
Stan Laurel, who was born and 
grew up in Lancashire before tour¬ 
ing the US in 1910 in a company 
which included a young Charlie 
Chaplin, was devastated by his pass¬ 
ing and refused to perform again - 
although remained loyal to the duo’s 
fanbase, most notably always taking 
time to reply to letters from fans. He 
died in 1965 aged 74. 

The duo famously appeared in 


Kent in 1947 as the star turns to 
open the Romney Hythe and 
Dymchurch light railway. 

Mr Holland co-wrote the one- 
act play with award-winning writ¬ 
er Gail Luow and it has toured 
since first debuting back in 2013. 

He will be performing at the EM 
Forster Studio at Tonbridge School 
on February 16. For tickets call 
01732 304241 or visit the website 
tonbridgearts.com. 


Adventure film showcase 


THE Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour, 
showcasing adventure films, is back and is 
making an appearence in Canterbury’s 
Gulbenkian Theatre on March 29, and 
Tunbridge Wells’Assembly Hall on April 1 . 

For tickets visit thegulbenkian.co.uk, or 
assemblyhalltheatre. co .uk 


Busted sell-out concert 

POP trio Busted have sold out 
their concert at Folkestone’s 
Leas Cliff Hall, two weeks 
before the Valentine’s Day gig. 

The concert follows the 
release of their first single in a 
decade, On What You’re On. 



Snooker legends charity 

A FUNDRAISING snooker tornament last 
weekend saw snooker and comedy celebrities 
Ken Doherty, Stuart Bingham, and Bobby Davro 
climb behind the bar to pull pints and compete 
against locals at the Faversham Creek Hotel, 
resulting in over £2,500 being raised for the 
Little Haven Children’s Hospice. 


To Advertise your Event here 
call 01233 653464 
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Find over 
200,000 
cars 

online at 

drive24 


www.drive24.co.uk 


Clive Madgwick 
Paintings 
Wanted 
& For Sale 
07572 903363 

www.famousgalleries.co.uk 



ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

m|behvs m| 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER t±j 
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Children's history novel 

MAIDSTONE author Kathy 
Elkins has released a children’s 
book called The History 
Sphere, which features her 
granddaughter and her dog. 

It’s available to purchase 
from amazon.co.uk 



Cathedral organ rebulit 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL has announced 
that its next organ season will take place from 
February 11 until July 22, and will be the last 
using the current organ before it is removed 
and rebuilt. 

There is no need to book tickets, which will 
be available on the door for £6. 


Drifters musical history 


STAND BY ME, the musical 
history of The Drifters, a band 
which inspired rock and roll, is 
coming to Tunbridge Wells’ 
Assembly Hall on March 24. 

For tickets visit the website: 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 



Kent Uni lunchtime gigs 

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY continues the spring 
series of lunchtime concerts on Wednesday 
February 8 in the Colyer-Fergusson Hall of the 
University of Kent in Canterbury. 

The concerts start at 1.10pm and admission is 
free, with a suggested donation of £3. For more 
information, visit kent.ac.uk/music 


Catch Russell Brand as 
he experiences Re:Birth 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


L OVE him or loathe him, 
there’s no ignoring Rus¬ 
sell Brand and this year 
he will be bringing his 
stand-up show to a string 
of Kent theatres this year. 

The talented performer - who 
has risen from comedian to TV pre¬ 
senter to DJ and Hollywood movie 
star - will be playing dates in 
Chatham, Margate, Canterbury 
and Tunbridge Wells as part of his 
Re:Birth UK tour. 

The star will be talking media, 
politics, sex, fatherhood and death 
during the jaunt, which will, as 
usual, showcase his controversial 
brand of humour and opinion. 

He said of the show: “How do we 
make sense of the madness of our 
lives once we become parents? 
What am I going to tell my daugh¬ 
ter about conformity and responsi¬ 
bility? What happens if she grows 
up to be like me or, worse, date 
someone like me?” 

Aside from stand-up, he is also a 
broadcaster, actor, author, pod¬ 
caster, columnist, political com¬ 
mentator as well as a mental 


health and drug rehabilitation ac¬ 
tivist. He famously interviewed Ed 
Miliband, the then-Labour leader 
ahead of the 2015 general election, 
and was unceremoniously sacked 
from his BBC Radio 2 show in 2008 
after he and guest Jonathan Ross 
left lewd messages on the answer 
phone of the now late Fawlty Tow¬ 
ers star Andrew Sachs. 

Despite the media furore around 
it, Brand continued to see his star 
rise, and he appeared in the likes of 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall and Get 
Him To the Greek which made him 


a famous face in the US too. 

Re:Birth, which played to sell¬ 
out preview tours in November 
and December, will be at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on April 9, 
Chatham’s Central Theatre on 
April 25, Margate’s Winter Gar¬ 
dens on April 27, Canterbury’s 
Marlowe Theatre on May 29, and 
Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly Hall on 
September 20. 

Tickets went on sale on Friday 
morning and were expected to sell 
quickly. Check the theatres to see if 
any remain. 



HIT: He has performed major 
stand-up tours over the years 



FILM: Starring in Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall 
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Tom Kerridge talks to Keeley Bolger about losing 11 stone and boozy nights with his chef friends... 


D IETING is a divisive sub¬ 
ject, not least with the 
current debate surround¬ 
ing clean eating, but chef 
Tom Kerridge is open- 

minded. 

The cheerful TV foodie has lost list 
over the course of three years on his 
self-devised regime, bidding bye-bye 
to big boozy sessions with his ‘naugh¬ 
ty boy chef mates’, exercising daily 
and skipping certain types of carbo¬ 
hydrates like potatoes and rice, in fa¬ 
vour of high-protein food like meat 
and eggs, as well as plenty of leafy 
greens. 

Now, he’s sharing his recipes with 
the world in his latest cookbook, Tom 
Kerridge’s Dopamine Diet: My Low- 
Carb, Stay-Happy Way To Lose Weight. 


“There are so many different diets 
and so many things that appeal to so 
many different people,” he says, in his 
distinctive Gloucestershire burr. 
“This diet is high-protein led, and 
might not suit somebody else. 

“The key to it is finding the one that 
suits you,” adds the 43-year-old. 
“That’s really important. Fitness 
bloggers, people into eating raw food 
- it’s great because it takes all sorts. 
The idea of eating loads of raw food; I 
couldn’t stay on that for three years 
but there are other people who could, 
and there are people who couldn’t 
stay on what I do for three years.” 

The fact he was able to stick to his 
diet - the first he’s ever tried - for so 
long was partly because it embraces 
an unlikely snack. 



WINNER: Tom Kerridge won The 
Great British Menu in 2011 


“Pork scratchings contain no car¬ 
bohydrate - they’re all protein,” he 
explains with a chuckle. “I’ve lost the 
best part of 11-stone while eating 
pork scratchings. That’s got to be the 
perfect diet, surely! ” 

At over six foot, Kerridge, who 
made his name after winning The 
Great British Menu in 2011, made a 
pact with himself to become healthier 
before reaching his 40th birthday. 

“It’s not hard... There are more 
blokes like me - 40 years old, fat and 
bald - there’s plenty of us around, 
more than there are 40-year-old, six- 
pack, chiselled-jaw geezers,” he rea¬ 
sons. 

“You think it’s hard to say to your 
peer group but there are more of them 
that will embrace and understand it, 


and probably join you on the journey 
than you think. If I can do it, anyone 
can do it. I’m no different to anybody 
else. I just decided I needed to do 
something, and that’s the difference.” 

And while he’s soon to be seen in a 
new food BBC food series, the chef, 
who contributed to Bake Off’s spin-off 
show, The Great British Bake Off: 
Creme de la Creme, rules out joining 
Paul Hollywood on the new series for 
Channel 4. 

“For me, I love working with the 
BBC,” says Kerridge. “I’m very happy 
working with them. I love what the 
BBC stand for and I love working for 
them, so at this point, I wouldn’t.” 

The chef adds that his new lifestyle 
has made life as a dad easier for him 
and wife Beth. 


Sister George’s impact 

WHEN a fictional radio series decides 
to kill off a popular character it has 
significant consequences for the actress 
playing her. 

Already a big West End and movie hit, the 
Hilderstone Players bring their version of the 
Killing of Sister George to the Sarah Thorne 
Theatre in Broadstairs on February 17-19. 

Tickets cost £11. To book, call the box 
office on 01843 863701. 


Wax’s Frazzled mind 

I COMEDIAN Ruby Wax is returning to 
the stage with her show Frazzled, and 
the much loved author and campaigner is 
bringing the show to Tunbridge Wells’ 
Assembly Hall on May 10. 

She’ll explore modern problems with 
mindfulness, based on her latest best-selling 
book, A Mindfulness Guide for the Frazzled. 

For tickets visit assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 
or call 01892 530613. 


Creepy crawly show 

CHILDREN’S TV presenter Naomi 
Wilkinson is bringing her spring tour 
Wild and Scary to Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on April 10. 

She’ll be recalling some of her most 
exciting wildlife experiences from the 
corners of the world, and even introduces the 
audience to some fierce and frightening 
animals she has met along the way. 

For tickets visit orchardtheatre.co.uk 


‘Best folk duo’ to visit 

WINNERS of 2014’s BBC Radio Two 
Folk Award for best duo, Phillip Henry 
and Hannah Martin, have come a long way 
on their journey, and now they’re coming to 
St Edith Hall in Sevenoaks on March 3, and 
Hernhill Village Hall on March 4. 

The pair bring together genres such as 
Indian classical music, the blues, and musics 
of the British Isles. 

Tickets can be purchased on the door. 







NEW 2 BEDROOM LODGE 

OR SALE AT MARLIE 


The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


ONLY 

£119,995 


FEBRUARY 

ONLY OFFER 

Free 2017 Pitch Fees and 
your running costs covered 


EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT - LAST FEW PITCHES! 


Visit Our Showroom 

k viip 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

f* I H L Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 

CiREDI APE Td/ta, 01795 599234 

www.the-hreplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


‘Offer valid for 2017 season only, minimum purchase price applies and will vary by park. 2018 pitch fee will be invoiced late summer 2017 
at the published rate for the forthcoming season. £500 gas and £500 electricity will be credited to your Customer Loyalty Card. 
Offer available on selected models. Offer ends 28th February 2017. f Finance subject to status, terms & conditions apply. 


Find out more about Marlie Holiday Park 

■ | www.ParkHolidays.com/marlie-ownership 

Call Marlie Holiday Park, 

~~7Q“7 OOH A Dymchurch Road, New Romney, 

Ul/y/ vJvjU 4UO Kent,TN28 8UE 




We are delighted to offer for sale a stunning two bedroom, two 
bathroom luxury lodge on our new and exclusive development. It is 
fully furnished and ready to move in, with features including: 


Large open plan lounge and 
dining area 

Designer kitchen with a range 
of integrated appliances 
including oven, hob, 
dishwasher, fridge freezer 
and washer/dryer 
Family bathroom with 
modern suite, full size bath 
and overhead shower 


Master bedroom with 
king-size bed, en-suite shower 
and walk in wardrobe 
Second bedroom with walk in 
wardrobe 
Low running costs, 
double glazing and central 
heating 

Finance and Home Exchange 
Available! 


PLUS, all of this is right on your 
doorstep 

Full use of park facilities 
including bar, restaurant 
and indoor pool 
Superb entertainment venue 
Free Wi-Fi internet access 
in club area 
Pet friendly park 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 



Across 

18. Narcotic (4) 

5. Powerful ( 6 ) 

1. Conspiracy (4) 

19. Grumble ( 8 ) 

6 . Inflexible (4-4) 

8 . Sensible (10) 

21. Eating house (10) 

7. Exceedingly (4) 

9. Supplant ( 8 ) 

22. Otherwise (4) 

11. Greedy (10) 

10. Salver (4) 


13. Deny ( 8 ) 

12. Gratify ( 6 ) 

Down 

16. Increase ( 6 ) 

14. Menace ( 6 ) 

2. Lawmaker (10) 

17. Lament ( 6 ) 

15. Verse ( 6 ) 

3. Excursion (4) 

18. Repair (4) 

17. Brigand ( 6 ) 

4. Contrive ( 6 ) 

20. Tardy (4) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. A die in fancy shape 

(4) 

8 . Praiseworthy features 
of a railway? (4,6) 

9. Sailor sent to quarters 
for being a defaulter 
( 8 ) 

10. Seen in church when 
spring returns before 
Easter starts (4) 

12. Alfred shortly returned 
married and marred! 
( 6 ) 

14. This column backs 
one up ( 6 ) 

15. Indeed upset when 
refused ( 6 ) 

17. Is able to copy 
something out of the 
cookery book ( 6 ) 

18. Expensive address (4) 

19. A record? Yes, of 
course (5,3) 

21. Sign for a missing 
letter ( 10 ) 

22. Being out of step he 
annoys one (4) 


Down 

2. Refuse to give credit? 

( 10 ) 

3. A complaint I’d not put 
in a guide (4) 

4. Given the sack ( 6 ) 

5. Yet one may be at 
one’s lowest on them 
( 6 ) 

6 . He owns land next to 
the bank ( 8 ) 

7. A detachment from 
Paisley lose wages (4) 

11. Yet they may be used 
when speaking bluntly 
(5,5) 

13. She takes orders from 
anybody ( 8 ) 

16. Abandon - it’s a waste 

( 6 ) 

17. Gay as a lark? ( 6 ) 

18. Collect one’s pay with 
a minor rise (4) 

20. A stage in the disposal 
of waste, perhaps (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8 . Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


Serbian 

capital 

rant list 

T 

Deluge 

? 

Stink 

T 

Spoil 

T 

L 




Large bird 




Enthralled 


Fish eggs 

Electrical 

resistance 

unit 




Waster 


L 


f 


Old 

Testament 


f 


Large bird 

Sweet 

potato 




f 

British 
rock band 
(1.1.1) 


Jamie 
Curtis, US 
actress 

L 



Chime 


f 


T 

Curse 


Fracas 






L 



Custom, 






Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 




2 2 1 1 5 0 1 5 1 2 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1 . 

Affluent 

9. Highland dagger 

2 . 

Not soft 

10. Military cap 

3. 

Information 

11. Greek letter 

4. 

Land measure 

12. Among 

5. 

Discharge 

13. Action 

6 . 

Be inclined 

14. Extinct bird 

7. 

Besmear 

15. Burden 

8 . 

Poet 

16. Pudding ingredient 


Keyword clue: A type of plant 
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TV&lifestyle travel 


Captivating, 
clever Cuba 

Now is the time to visit, says Carole Lorking 


C uba?” everyone said. 

“Is it safe?” 

Every holiday I take 
holds the slight fear of 
the unknown. 

I enjoy that little fear, actually. 

It reminds me that I’m alive. 

I started having adventures a few 
years after my husband died. For 
some time after his death, I waited 
for other people to give me my new 
life. But I had to find it on my own. 

My hotel in Havana was all 
baroque columns and colonial 
elegance. It had one of those old 
lifts with a sliding metal door. 

Like so many things in Cuba, like 
the famous old cars, the culture 
ensures that when something 
breaks, it is mended. They probably 
do hearts as well, if required. 

The Che Mausoleum in Santa 
Clara is visited in reverent silence. 
Your guide does not go in with you 
or tell you what to think. 

You make of it what you will. 



I did. I saw the children playing 
not with Ipads or Playstations but 
with bikes and a ball. 

I saw them going to school each 
day in immaculate uniforms. 

And students taking advantage of 
their free university education. 

I saw the way people got around, 
waiting on corners with money in 


DON'T MISS! 

Trinidad: 

"Cobbled streets. Stunning 
architecture. Wonderful." 

The Che Mausoleum in 
Santa Clara: 

"You experience it in total 
silence. A strange and beau¬ 
tiful memory." 

Ride in a pink Cadillac: 
"£45 for an hour and worth 
every penny. When will I 
ever do that again?!" 


their hands, for one of the lorries to 
stop and give them a lift. 

Someone always stopped. Helping 
people seemed the thing to do. 

Outside their homes, people sat on 
their stoops, chatting. They looked 
at each other and seemed to really 
listen. Not a lot of shopping went 
on - there are few shops; it’s all 
craft markets, and everything is 
made by hand. 

Other highlights: I enjoyed a 
catamaran trip and rode an open 
top bus. In Havana - the 
Hemingway rooms at the Hotel 
Ambos Mundos were unmissable. 

Wherever you go, there are men 
playing music; on street corners, in 
bars, outside cafes. Not for money; 
just for the love of it. 

Cuba, don’t change. 

You have everything we long for 
already. 



FLIGHTS & HOTELS 

■ Carole flew with Virgin Airlines 
from Gatwick. Prices start at £599. 

■ The trip was a package organised 
through havanatour - booked by Fred. 
Olsen. Including flights, Carole paid 
around £2000 for her two week stay. 
For more info, visit www.havanatour. 
co.uk 

■ Carole stayed at Hotel Santa Isabel 
in Havana for three nights: www. 
hotelsantaisabel.com. 

■ She spent the rest of her stay at the 
Paradisus Princesa Del Mar Resort 
and Spa in Varadero. 



Isn’t it refreshing to 
think differently? 


*Its H 2 0 


Independent Day and Boarding 
for children from 3 to 18 

Scholarships and bursaries 
available 


• Full unlocking of GCSE and 
A-level potential 

• Small class sizes and 
exceptional pastoral care 


Extensive local minibus routes 
throughout Kent 

Wide-ranging sport, drama and 
music provision 


edMcco 

^3 era 

FI EW 

DOVER 

COLLEGE 

dovercollege.org.uk 


THINK DIFFERENTLY. THINK DOVER COLLEGE. 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Would we do 
such a thing? 

PUTTING a Ray Duff missive as letter 
of the week [KoS, 22.01] was 
certainly mischievous - bound to 
generate bags of response from the 
usual channels, eh? 

S Reeves, 
Herne Bay 

Er...yes, it’s quite 
possible we did 



Major surgery, not a 
cash injection for NHS 



Close Ramsgate 
and save animals 


I WOULD like Ramsgate port closed 
for the sole reason it would halt the 
export of live animals being shipped 
out in sometimes treacherous 
weather conditions and untold road 
mileage to their destination. 

Audrey Canter, 
Hythe 

Airport needs to 
be laid to rest 

SURELY the test for Manston Airport 
is does any airline want to use it? 

Past evidence suggests that the 
answer is no: Freight carriers pulled 
out, KLM pulled out - its attempt at 
using it as a feeder route to Schipol 
foundered - and previous investment of 
£20 million of Kent taxpayers’ money 
was scattered to the four winds. 

Isn’t it time to let it go? Other 
investors are lining up to ensure the 
future of the site, but those stuck in 
their rear-view mirror seem to make 
all the noise. 

Hugh Masters, 

Pembury 

Speed adds to the 
congestion 

JUDGING from his last letter [KoS, 
22.01] Terry Hudson’s stubbornly 
inflexible attitude regard road traffic 
accidents seems to be that stuff 
happens, there’s nothing we can do 


RICHARD Bloom’s heartfelt plea in 
last week’s edition for more money 
to be spent on the NHS is honest 
and sincere but, ultimately, 
misplaced. 

There is much wrong with the 
NHS and pouring more money into 
it is not the answer, 

It needs a root and branch sort 
out; it needs to examine those 
things it can do properly, and needs 
to do, and divest itself of all those 
well-meaning initiatives that 
produce more pen-pushers and 
takes money away from essential 
services. 

It needs to be free and clear of 
politicians - for too long it has been 
the football of competing political 
parties all of whom have betrayed 
the health of the nation in their 
shamelessness. One party in 
particular fosters the view that it is 
its sole custodian, but failed to do 
much in one of the most extended 
and continuous periods of office. 

It really does need to sort out its 
bureaucracy right from the top and 


about it, so get over it. 

Mr Hudson can, of course, scoff 
about ‘slowing everybody down to 
farm tractor speeds’ but is that such 
an undesirable thing in our must- 
have-it-this-instant, frentically- 
paced digital age? 

So many speed related vehicle 
crashes now occur on our highways 
that his utopian vision of a free-flow¬ 
ing arterial network transporting 
motorsts punctually to their venue of 
choice has fallend spectacularly flat. 
Each time there’s a serious accident 
on one of the motorways/A-roads, 
the whole network grinds to a halt. 

It is widely because of the vastly 


all those quangos that purport to 
run it, right down to the office 
worker who cannot be bothered to 
be at their desk to take my 
telephone call. It needs to sort out 
its sickness and absence rates. It 
needs to stop massaging the figures. 

Its mantra ‘free at the point of 
use’ should change to ‘free at the 
point of need’, and it should drop the 
“free” - it’s funded by taxpayers. 

Any health service provider that 
believes problems can be solved by 
extending operating lists for three 
months needs to examine its remit. 
In my own experience three months 
is an additional three months’ wait 
added to the pre-existing twelve 
months’ wait. 

It needs to get a grip of health 
tourism too, administrators are lazy 
by not charging, or do they believe 
it’s beneath them? 

At my age, if I became ill, I would 
have to ask myself: “Will I die before 
I am treated?” 

Ralph Steerpike 

Tunbridge Wells 


extended length to journeys created 
by rampant globalisation that many 
people’s travel time expectations 
have been forced to change so 
radically. Perhaps if Britain had 
retained a more patriotic approach 
to employment and trade then we 
wouldn’t have lost the majority of 
our local amenities and accompany¬ 
ing job opportunities. 

There would surely be no need to 
drive at a fast speed if our play of 
employment was still just a short 
distance along the road from the 
front door. 

Clive Wilkins-Oppler, 

Petham 


DOES Ray Duff ever, ever draw 
breath in his wild swings across his 
usual swathe of subjects [KoS letters 
ad naseum]? 

If he were to just pause and 
develop one single argument rather 
than try to demolish all his demons 
in one fell swoop, he may find that 
cohesion and, one would hope, 
moderation could develop. 

But, just taking one of his swipes, 
climate, he states 14 of the past 15 
years have been the warmest on 
record. 

Records were started in this 
country only 350 odd years ago and, 
globally, in the late 19th century. 
These periods are not even flickers 
on the profile of the history of the 
Earth. The last Ice Age ended about 
12,000 years ago, barely a nano¬ 
second, and lasted about two million 
years, a period that just about begins 
to be significant in the total history 
of the Earth. 

Serious argument suggests that 
there is no “natural” temperature for 
the planet - it is either warming or 
cooling and, whilst I am not 
advocating the uncontrolled release 
of emissions into the atmosphere, we 
should be careful in how we go about 
its restraint and moderate in our 
opinions on it. 

Edward Baker, 

Tunbridge Wells 

We need to talk 
about Brexit 


H SMITH of Tonbridge [KoS, letters, 
last week] calls for a Brexit-free 
edition of KoS without giving any 
reason. 

As this is this country’s single 
most important event in the last 
40-odd years, I would expect the 
healthy debate to run and run. 

I am greatly heartened by the PM’s 
uncompromising speech at Lancas¬ 
ter House recently, and I hope that 
further demonstrations of our 
resolve will follow from her in due 
course. It’s time to re-assume the 
mantle and responsibilities of 
nationhood. 

Ben Hardy, 

Tunbridge Wells 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

East 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Seagulls at beach 
in Broadstairs 

by Brian Summers, 
from Faversham 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



ra avrarra h a 
mmmmmrn 




KEiBAI 


ijryr Q nrn (*i 

■mow* 




Week ending February 5,2017 35 


WIN £HA M W1LDL IF E PWR1C 






















holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

#ABTA 


Tmvl nfllli «nnfld*r» 







Seaside 60 s Sounds 
in West Sussex 

Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 


31 March, 2017-Quote: WG3-3-KOS 


Join us in Worthing for an exclusive Party Weekend and enjoy £1 drinks and a 
60s music tribute act each night, including Rob Wheeler'The Beatle'and Steve 
Williamson 60s Motown sounds of the Drifters, The Stylistics, The Four Tops & 
The Temptations. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on the south coast, 
just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town centre. All 
bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 8pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • Live entertainment both nights • 2 nights sharing an en- 
suite bedroom with TV & free wifi • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 


Isle of Wight Sounds 
of the 60s Carry on New Year Party 


Warner Bembridge Coast, Isle of Wight 

Friday 5 January, 2018 - Quote: BE1 -KOS 

GN Holidays & Voyages are taking over Warner's Bembridge Coast hotel again in 
early January 2018 - our 10th year in a row. Our must-do annual party, for over 
40s only, has guests returning year after year to 'Carry On' celebrating the New 
Year. With a packed entertainment programme featuring original 60s bands 
Union Gap and The Cufflinks plus Vicki Lambert's tribute to 60s divas, great food. 
Free drinks from 6pm to midnight nightly, and free car ferry crossing, you're 
assured a great start to 2018. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrade to main hotel building from £30pp • 3 
breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 


10 Feb, 10 Mar & 14 Apr, 2017 - Quote: TG-KOS 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford, close to The Hogs Back Brewery, and Polesden Lacey, an Edwardian 
country house and estate. Entertainment on 10 Feb 2017 features The Beatle 
(Fab Four tribute) & comedy singer Ian Larkin - £139pp; 10 Mar 2017 with Roy 
Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) and Dave Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp;14 
Apr 2017 (Easter) with the Frankie Valli Story & singing duo Bus Stop - £159pp. 
INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 


Isle of Man 

Railways & Waterwheels 

By Air from Gatwick 

11 August, 2017 - Quote: IM8-K0S 


A truly unique Island, the Isle of Man isn't part of the United Kingdom or the 
European Union but a possession of the British Crown. Situated between the 
coasts of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, in the middle of the Irish Sea, it 
boasts stunning coastlines, rich countryside and picturesque towns rich in 
folklore and culture. This holiday includes visits to Castle Rushem, Silverdale 
Glen Waterwheel and Peel and includes journeys on the Isle of Man Steam 
Railway, the Manx Electric Railway and the Snaefell Mountain Railway. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return flights with hand luggage to the Isle of 
Man from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 4 nights stay at the 3 star 
Rutland Hotel, Douglas • 4 breakfasts & 4 dinners • Excursions as stated • Journeys on 
Isle of Man Steam Railway, Manx Electric Railway and Snaefell Mountain Railway 
• Airport to hotel transfer on arrival and departure 


60 s Sounds in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 
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It's time to trade up to 17 reg 


By Steve Loader 

editorial @kosmedia .co.uk 



it For more cars visit 

drive24xo.uk 

Poweredby MOTORS 





JUST ADD FUEL: Peugeot s PCP leasing makes the 208 a popular choice 


SOARING HYBRIDS: Lexus NX hybrid is 
a UK Top 10 car for slow depreciation 


SECTOR PIONEER: Nissan's Qashqai 
launched the crossover craze 


L AST year was a record 
year for UK car 
registrations, rising 2.3 
per cent against 2015 to 
nearly 2.7 million. 

And while the motor industry’s 
mouthpiece, the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT), warned that 2017 will 
fall short of that record, it should 
still be another whopper. 

SMMT chief executive Mike 
Hawes said: “Despite 2016’s 
political and economic uncertain¬ 
ties, the UK’s new car market 
delivered another record perform¬ 
ance as carmakers offered an 
incredible range of innovative and 
high tech models. 

“2017 may well be more 
challenging as sterling deprecia¬ 
tion raises the price of imported 
goods but, with interest rates still 
at historic lows and a range of 
new models arriving in 2017, 
there are still many reasons for 
consumers to consider a new car 
in 2017.” 

Key reasons for 2016’s success 
remain: lots of model 
choice and low interest 
rates, with the latter 
persuading 


many buyers to sign on the dotted 
line, or spend rather than save. 

Britain’s new car market is one 
of the most diverse in the world, 
with 40-plus brands offering 
nearly 400 different ranges, and 
with 70 new product launches 
already planned for 2017. 

Fleet and company car users 
accounted for 1.38 million 
registrations last year, but private 
buyers were not far behind with 
1.2 million deals done. 

Diesel - dominant for so long 
- is starting to fall from favour, 
particularly with private buyers. 

It still took 47.7 per cent of the 
market versus petrol’s 49 per 
cent, but alternatively fuelled 
vehicle (AFV) sales are growing 
fast now. 

The sector expanded by more 
than a fifth (22.2 per cent) over 
last year, with plug-in hybrids 
and petrol electric hybrids up 41.9 
per cent and 25.1 per cent 
respectively. 

■ Check out the rest of our 
supplement for buying your 
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Small remains 
beautiful for 
our car choice 


F UEL prices may be better 
than they were a couple of 
years ago, but past price 
hikes had already helped 
force a downshift in 
preferred car size. 

Insurance premiums, greater 
environmental awareness, 
and punitive road tax on larger 
cars, have also steered us away 
from typical family cars, once 
epitomized by those ubiquitous 
Fords, the Cortina, Sierra and 
Mondeo, and squeezed us into family 
hatchbacks first, and now super¬ 
minis. 

The supermini, and even smaller 
city car, now command around 40 
per cent of new car sales, followed by 
family hatchbacks with around 25 
per cent. 

It might not be long though before 
family hatchbacks are under threat 
too from the new kid on the block, 
the crossover and its sometime 
parent, the SUV (Sports Utility 
Vehicle). 

As the name implies, the crossover 


Above, TRENDY: crossovers and SUVs like this Lexus RX hybrid are in vogue. Below left, SAAALL BUT BIG SELLERS: superminis like 
the Skoda Fabia rule. Below right, FAMILY FAVOURITES: hatchbacks like the Nissan Pulsar are still big. 


straddles several sectors by being 
part family hatch, part MPV 
(multi-purpose vehicle) or people 
carrier, and part SUV. 

Nobody is saying this burgeoning 
sector will catch the supermini/city 
car though, which packs so much 
into a small package. 

Even the commonality of 
the two-box supermini shape - dic¬ 
tated by the need for compact 
on-road dimensions - can be 
disguised by ever more imaginative 
customization, which is the 
industry’s trendiest and possibly 
most lucrative innovation in recent 


years. 

This might be a roof 
of a different colour, 
pattern or decal 
such as a flag, or it 
could be special 
wheels, bespoke 
door mirrors, or a 
wild paint job; 
small cars may have 
similar proportions, but they don’t 
have to look alike. 
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PEUGEOT 3008 SI 


ON PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE* 


ALL-NEW 


carbuyer 


CAR 


YEAR 




CAR OF 
THE YEAR 
2017 

Technology Award 


p e u c eot recommends Total. Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the all-new 3008 SUV Range are: Urban 37.2 67.3 (7.6 - 4.2), Extra Urban 55.4 - 80.7 (5.1 - 3.5), Combined 47.1 - 70.6 (6.0 

- 4.0) and CO 2 1 36 - 103 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions, Visit Peugeot.co.uk for more information. Information correct at time of 
going to print. Terms and conditions apply. Participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk. Hodges and Andrews Limited is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. 
Over 18s only. Finance is subject to status. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance Ltd, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH1 1QA. Model shown is the All-new PEUGEOT 3008 SUV 3008 GT Line, £3,495 initial rental contribution, customer initial 
rental £3,050, optional final rental £14495, 36 monthly rentals payable. 6,000 miles per annum. This is a finance lease, you will not own the car at the end of the contract. Excess mileage charges apply. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 28/01/17 
and 31/03/17 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by PEUGEOT at its complete discretion. The information and images here are based on the current technical data when published. The equipment shown is factory fitted or available at an optional extra cost, depending on the 
model. As part of a policy of continuous specification improvement, PEUGEOT reserve the right to modify the technical equipment, options and colours at any time. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. Information correct at time of going to press. 
Visit peugeot.co.uk for full details. 


PEUGEOT3008 SUV 

NEVER HAS AN SUV GONE SO FAR 


RANGE FROM 


PER MONTH 


PER MONTH 


GRAND GARAGE 

1-11 Harold Road, MARGATE, CT9 2HT 01843 227935 www.grandgarage.co.uk 


EXPERIENCE BUILT IN 


PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 
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2017 LEXUS CT 

OUTSTANDING 

STAND-OUTING 

3.9% REPRESENTATIVE APR 

NOW WITH £2,000 TOWARDS YOUR FINANCE DEPOSIT* 



LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT27PX 01227388585 www.canterbury.lexus.co.uk 

LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 598 870 www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


CT 200h prices start from £21,995. Model shown is CT 200h F SPORT £26,245, includes optional metallic paint at £645. 

Terms and conditions: *3.9% APR Representative, £1,250 finance deposit allowance and a £750 Centre deposit contribution available on new retail sales of CT. 25-42 months on Lexus Connect (PCP), up to 35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. 
CT new retail sales. Ordered and proposed for finance between 15 December 2016 and 31 March 2017, registered and financed by 30 June 2017 through Lexus Financial Services. Participating Lexus Centres. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Terms 
and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s only. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 

The MPG figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. They are provided for comparability purposes, and may not reflect actual driving experience. CT 200h F SPORT fuel consumption and C0 2 figures: 
urban 68.9 (4.1 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 70.6 (4.0 l/100km), combined 68.9 (4.1 l/100km), 94 g/km C0 2 
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Why white is winning war of the colour 

W HITE is still Britain’s 
favourite new car 
colour, but there are 
signs that former 
champ black is 

coming back. 

All things are possible with 
our tastes in car colours though: 
white seemed dead and buried a 
decade ago, with less than one per 
cent of registrations; by 2014 the 
shade had bounced back to take a 
quarter of all registrations, having 
usurped black, the 2008-12 
favourite. 

This darkest of hues itself 
ended the imperious reign of 
silver as top seller from 2000-08, 
before which we favoured blue 
(1997-9) and, incredibly green 
(1996). 

Fancy picking the next winner? 

Well, one half of the population 
might fancy pink - demand grew 



more than 80 per cent last ye 
(3,527 units) - while 2016 de 
for turquoise quadrupled ovei 
to 2,718. 

And bronze is back - up 44 
cent (8,902) - while brown ai 
beige are seemingly in 
terminal decline, each 
having dropped to less than 
a percentage point. 

Mind you, people posed 
the same question about 
white, ten years ago, 
which shows just how 
hard it is to read the colour 
code and pick a trendy hue 
you like that will also be 
saleable later. 

After all, you don’t want 
a sales nightmare like those 
houses blighted by hideous 1* 
bathroom suites, such 
as Avocado’, Acid Green’ and 
‘Latte Brown’. 



Below left, TRUE BLUE: this Skoda Octavia vRS Estate wears a past champion shade. Below right, 
WHITHER BROWN?: this new Peugeot 3008 looks sharp in its two-tone suit, but all-brown is currently 
down and out. 




C-> 

PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 


ALL-NEW 


PEUGEOT3008 SU}/ 

NEVER HAS AN SUV GONE SO FAR 


carbuyer 0 


CAR OF 
THE YEAR 
2017 

Technology Award 


NEW PEUGEOT i-COCKPIT 


8" MULTI-FUNCTION 12.3" HEAD-UP DIGITAL COMPACT SPORTS 

TOUCHSCREEN INSTRUMENT PANEL STEERING WHEEL 


EXPERIENCE BUILT IN 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY CT2 7PX 01227 451791 


www.motorline-canterbury.co.uk 


p e u c e ot recommends Total. Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the all-new 3008 SUV Range are: Urban 37.2 67.3 (7.6 - 4.2), Extra Urban 55.4 - 80.7 (5.1 - 3.5), Combined 47.1 - 70.6 (6.0 
- 4.0) and CO 2 1 36 - 103 (g/knn). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Visit Peugeot.co.uk for more information. Information correct at time of 
going to print. 
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TEST DRIVE 


CAR OF THE 
YEAR 2017 

Best estate car 
Skoda Superb Estate 
2.0TDI150SE 
Technology 


CAR OF THE 
YEAR 2017 

Best small car 
Skoda Fabia 
1.2 TSI90 SE 


CAR OF THE 
YEAR 2017 

Best large SUV 
Skoda Kodiaq 2.0 
TD1150 4x4 SE 7st 


9 Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 

® www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

<3> Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 

0843 658 2604 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

9 Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 510 (9.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) to 88.3 (3.2); Combined 38.2 (7.4) to 80.7 (3.5). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA 
range are 170 to 90 g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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IS ANYBODY 
THERE? 





Unless psychic Sandra’s on the payroll, 
seeking out the right customers can 
be hit and miss. 



GoTarget from Archant is the intelligent digital 
marketing solution that takes your message to 
the right audience, wherever they go online. 

People with an interest in your products and 
services - and the intent to purchase. 


Boosting your print campaign and increasing 
your return on investment. 

GoTarget Display: 

More focus. Less hocus-pocus. 


< oTarget 

Display 


Find out more at gotarget.co.uk 
Better targeting means better business 


Call us today on 0345 225 0888 


ARCHANT 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





REFRESH: Spanish marque aims to maintain sales 
momentum with a facelift to one of its stars - the Leon 
family hatch 
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on-going 


SEAT is on a roll. For too long the Cinderella of the 
giant VW group, the Spanish brand now has a 
strong image of its own and burgeoning sales, 
boosted late last year by the excellent Ateca mid¬ 
size SUV’s arrival. 

But the sales rally had already started with the 
success of the stylish third generation Leon family 
hatchback - Seat’s VW Golf/Ford Focus equiva¬ 
lent - and this has now had a facelift to keep it on 
the upward trend. 

In truth, there was nothing wrong with the 
rakish body style - a Leon trademark across all 
three generations - but the revised car gets a full 
set of bright new LED lights and indicators. 

There’s also a new bumper design plus stretched 
grille with more chrome, designed to add to the 
car’s presence and take it upmarket. 

That last point is echoed inside, where a higher quali¬ 
ty finish belies Seat’s poor reputation of the past. There’s 
also a quieter ambience on the move and an array of 
safety features already showcased on the Ateca. 

An all-new eight-inch infotainment touch¬ 
screen is combined with wireless smartphone 
charging, Apple CarPlay or Android Auto and 
there is even a mobile phone booster for areas 
where the signal is poor. 

And just in case you were unaware of Seat’s 


loftier ambitions these days, there’s a new flag¬ 
ship trim too, Xcellence. 

A good spread of petrol and diesel power is of¬ 
fered, but the eye-catching newcomer is a 
punchy new 115PS/bhp 1.0 litre three-cylinder 
turbocharged petrol unit. The VW group’s ex¬ 
cellent double-clutch DSG auto/manual gear¬ 


boxes are an option. 

Prices are expected to start at £17,000 when 
the new look range arrives with dealers this 
month and all three previous body formats are 
available: the sleek five-door, racy three-door SC 
(Sports Coupe) and elegant load-lugging estate 
model - the ST (Sports Tourer). 
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UU RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

All-New 

Renault MEGANE SPORT TOURER 

Technology for success 



Available with: 

3.99% apr 

4 years' warranty 

Offer available only until 31st March 2017 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Renault Megane range are: urban 36.2 (7.8)-68.9 (4.1); extra-urban 57.7 
(4.9)-80.7 (3.5); combined 47.1 (6)-76.4 (3.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 134-96g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in 
accordance with EU Legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results. 

All-New Megane Sport Tourer Dynamique Nav TCe 130 monthly payment based on £6,000 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £249, optional final payment of £7,674. Finance 
provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. 
Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered and registered 
by 31st March 2017. All-New Megane Sport Tourer shown with optional metallic paint, available at £545. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test drive 
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Gallic charm up against German class 


It might have a fancy name but Renault’s new Megane Sport Tourer is an old 
school estate with trendy looks. But do the extra frills make it a real contender? 



G ERMAN premium brands 
started it with so-called 
‘lifestyle estates’ and 
fancy names like Touring 
and Avant. 

Owners thinking that they were 
buying into the country set didn’t 
worry then that those posh labels 
might be euphemisms for ‘missing’ - 
as in load space. 

No, lifestyle estates weren’t always 
good load luggers, but while estate 
cars have undoubtedly become 
cooler - acquiring a plethora of 
names in place of the now despised 
e-word - most carmakers know they 
must walk the talk on stowage space. 

So Renault gets top marks for the 
new generation Megane Sport Tourer, 
not only a sleek (whisper it) estate car 
with a racy label, but a decent load 
carrier offering a 580-litre boot - 
that’s up with the sector leaders. 

It also has one of the most versatile 
load areas; fold the front seat down 
too and the car takes a 2.77-metre 
load - the longest in its class. The 
60/40 split rear seat can also be 
quickly unlocked and folded. 

And that’s just its appeal as an estate 
car, but there is also a solidity and 
quality about the latest Megane 
line-up that brings the French brand 


back into contention with robust rivals 
such as the Golf, Astra and Focus. 

But Renault wouldn’t be Renault if 
it didn’t throw in some fancy gizmos: 
Maybe the remote control entry/ 
ignition fob resembling a posh bar of 
courtesy soap would continue to 


charm, or I’d still oooh and aaah at 
atmospheric cabin lighting showing 
which driving mode I’m in, such as 
red for Sport and green for Eco. 

But I can’t see the clunky iPad 
wannabe touchscreen ever winning 
me over; even with familiarity, it 



would still be a distraction. 

But it’s hard not to like the Megane 
overall. Like other recent Renault 
successes like the Clio supermini and 
the Captur and Kadjar crossovers, it 
does have a certain Gallic je ne sais 
quoi and both hatchback and Sport 


Renault Megane 
Sportt Tourer 
Dynamique dCi 130 


Price: 

from £23,550 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 


Tourer models are deceptively roomy, 
despite the sporty ambience inside. 

Out on the road, the Megane is 
‘modern French’; no more lolling on 
the bends as a sacrifice to equilib¬ 
rium over anecdotal Gallic cobbles. 

Instead, the comfort remains but 
handling is decently sharp, though 
keen drivers must check out GT models. 

The array of engines includes small 
and trendy turbocharged petrol units 
up to impressively smooth, clean and 
frugal diesels, but I particularly 
enjoyed the pacey and flexible 130hp 
1.6 diesel in the test car - 0-62mph in 
10 seconds and a remarkable 
70.6mpg (official combined). 

And if you are immune to soap bar 
key fobs, maybe a decent warranty 
will tempt you: Renault’s four years/ 
100,000 miles is one of the better 
ones. 



HAZEL 

MOTORS 

A-iO.T SERVICE REPAIR 


DON'T GET CAUGHT 
OUT IN THE RAIN 

SERVICE YOUR CAR FOR ALL TYPES OF WEATHER THIS YEAR 


All Repairs 
Undertaken 
Servicing & 
Diagnostic Testing 
Welding & Exhausts 
Air Conditioning 
Servicing 

Tyre Fitting Centre 


Get your vehicle ready for winter: 

BRAKES, TYRES, 
SERVICING, REPAIRS 

We can help winter proof your car 


ONE OF KENTS ONLY 
WHICH TRUSTED TRADERS 



273-281 DALE STREET, CHATHAM, KENT ME4 6QR | 01634 406664 

www.hazelmotors.co.uk 
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^ Kent on Sunday 


jobs Mco.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.Jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Staff Nurse Out Patients 

Margate 

Part time - 30 hours per week 
Salary - £26,121.29 (pro rata) 

Closing date - 5th February 2017 
Interview date - 8th February 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Patient Focus 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager on 01843 234569 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 



Sales Team Manager 

Ashford 

Competitive salary and OTE 



ARCHANT 


} 


To find out more 

http://www.archant.co.uk/ careers/vacancies/ 
or email your CV to employment@archant.co.uk 


PLEASE 

MENTION 

THIS NEWS¬ 
PAPER 
WHEN 

REPLYING 
TO THESE 
ADVERTS 


ARCHANT 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


f \ 

MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS ACT 2009 

BOTTOM TOWED FISHING GEAR (PROHIBITED AREAS) 

BYELAW 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: The Kent and Essex Inshore Fisheries and 
Conservation Authority intends to apply to the Minister for the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation of a Bottom Towed Fishing 
Gear (Prohibited Areas) Byelaw 2017 to prohibit the use of all types of bottom trawl 
in specified areas to protect the designated features of those areas and therefore 
prevent damage to or deterioration of the site. This byelaw will now include areas 
within Margate and Long Sands SCI and will replace the existing Bottom Towed 
Fishing Gear (Prohibited Areas) Byelaw. 

During the period of 28 days from the date of the publication of this Notice a copy 
of the Byelaw and Impact Assessment will be deposited at the offices of the 
applicant, at the address given below and at www.kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk. 



■tP O. 


Abbey Court Scfiool 

“We grow people” 

“An outstanding school” (Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for... 

TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

to join and enhance our large and expanding, high calibre team. 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 

£15,823 - £19,939 pro-rata + SEN Allowance (£1,227) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? 

Can you make a difference? 

If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties, 
and is currently located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and 
Strood (Secondary & Further Education). The Primary provision will move 
to a new purpose built school at a Strood location in April 2017. 

Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), term time only. 
Comprehensive training and induction will be provided 
Childcare experience, or relevant childcare qualifications are desirable 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at 
Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support is 
paramount and therefore candidates for all positions will need 
to commit to the full working hours of the post 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, please write to/telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, School Business Manager 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will NOT be accepted. 

Closing date: 16th February 2017 




Classic ^ 


Education 


RECRUITING NOW FOR 

TEACHERS & TEACHING ASSISTANTS 


REGULAR WORK AVAILABLE IN 
BEXLEY - DARTFORD - GRAVESEND 
MEDWAY - MAIDSTONE - ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY - FOLKESTONE - DOVER 


CALL 01474 359333 
or register your details at 
www.classiceducation.co.uk/apply AGY l 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that Alfresco Events of 20 Forest 
Way, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent ME19 4FW 

has applied to Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council for 
the PROVISIONAL STATEMENT of 
An outdoor Exhibition or film 

From 17:30 to 23:59 on Friday 4th August 2017 and from 

12:00 to 23.59 on Saturday 5th August 2017 

for the premises Kings Hill Sports Park 

situated at 200 Beacon Avenue, Kings Hill, Kent. ME19 4QP 

Any person wishing to submit representation about the 
proposals should make them in writing to: Licensing 
Services, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent 
ME 19 4LZ giving in detail the grounds of objection by 
01/03/2017 

It is an offence knowlingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. The maximum 
fine for which a person is liable on summary of conviction 
for the offence is £5000. 


Objections or representations concerning this notification should be made within 28 
days of the date of this notice to both addresses given below: 

Marine Conservation and Enforcement Team 

Marine Management Organisation 

Lancaster House 

Hampshire Court 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE4 7YH 

or ifcabyelaws@marinemanagement.org.uk 

Kent and Essex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority 

Paragon House 

Albert Street 

Ramsgate 

Kent 

CT11 9HD 

or info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 

Application for Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that The Cuban Canterbury Ltd has 
applied to Canterbury City Council for the GRANT of a Premises 
Licence to operate the following Regulated Activities: Plays, 
Films, Recorded Music, Performance of Dance and the Sale of 
Alcohol (on and off the premises) from 08:00 to 03:00hrs every 
day; Live Music from 08:00 to 01:00hrs; Late Night Refreshment 
from 23:00 to 03:30 hrs every day, all at the following premises: 
The Cuban, 41B - 43 High Street, Canterbury CT1 2RY. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at 
www.canterbury.gov.uk/Iicensing or at Council Offices, Military 
Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 862000 by 
appointment with the Licensing Team between 10am and 4pm 
Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this application 
must give notice in writing to the address shown above, giving 
in detail the grounds of objection by 28/02/2017. The Council 
will not entertain representations where the writer requests that 
their identity remains anonymous. Copies of all representations 
will be included in the papers presented to the Licensing Sub 
Committee and will therefore pass into the public domain. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 
Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm. 
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Sport 

Kaylan, 13, flying 
the flag in Bornio 

The Sevenoaks teen will compete at English Alpine Champs 



READY: Kaylan Huisman will represent the county in Italy next week 


Skiing 


By Phil Jones 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


HE may have been competing at the 
event year after year, but Sevenoaks 
skier Kaylan Huisman does not think 
that gives him any advantage over 
the first timers as he prepares to com¬ 
pete at the English Alpine Champion¬ 
ships, in Italy. 

The 13-year-old has competed at 
the event since he was in the ‘minis’ 
category, and last year - his first in the 
under-14 category - saw success with 
fifth and sixth place finishes in the Gi¬ 
ant Slalom and Super G, respectively. 

The English Alpine Championships 
are a week of national-level racing 
and skiing camaraderie, featuring 
the best English skiers in the country, 
ranging from under-lOs up to senior 
athletes. 

And despite Huisman’s familiarity 
with the slopes in Bormio, he thinks 
the excitement of appearing there for 
the first time levels out the piste 
knowledge he has acquired over the 
years. 

“Being there before does give me an 
advantage because I know how eve¬ 
rything runs and there’s less stress, 
but then on the other hand if you 
come there for the first time, there’s 
always something to be excited 
about,” said the Ambition skier. 

“I love racing everywhere - it’s rac¬ 
ing, it’s what you’ve been working up 
to, so there’s always excitement. 

“I’ve just had an international race 
in the Czech Republic, and now it’s on 
to Bormio, I’m going to be racing all 
the events there. 

“Different years in the past have 
been better than others, but overall 


racing there has been pretty good for 
me.” 

The championships take place from 
February 11-17. 

Follow the English Alpine Champi¬ 
onships on the Snowsport England 
Facebook page and get live updates 


on Twitter @SnowsportEng. 

Full results will be available at 
www.snowsportengland.org.uk 
while you can find your nearest slope 
offering value-for-money GO SKI GO 
BOARD sessions at www.goskigo- 
board.org.uk 


Fifa rules prevent Gills recruit from playing 


Football 


A DEFENDER who signed for 
Gillingham earlier this week is 
ineligible to play for the club, it has 
emerged. 

The Gills announced on Thursday 
that former West Ham academy 
graduate Bondz N’Gala had joined 
the club’s ranks, but a change in 
regulations means the defender will 
be unavailable to appear at Priest- 
field. 

Unbeknown to both the club and 
the EFL, Fifa, football’s governing 
body, modified their rules and 
regulations regarding player 
appearances and contracts for the 
2016/17 season. 

The new law lists National League 
sides as professional clubs, and as a 



BAN: Bondz N’Gala can’t feature 


result, players are only permitted to 
make competitive appearances for a 
maximum of two teams they are 


contracted to during any one 
campaign. 

As a result of N’Gala playing for 
both Barnet in League Two and 
National League side Eastleigh 
earlier in the season, Gillingham are 
unable to field their new man. 

A club spokesperson said in a 
statement: “Club chairman Paul 
Scally and head coach Ady Pennock 
are both extremely disappointed by 
this outcome. 

“However, the club were not made 
aware of this regulation, one that 
has also scuppered signings at other 
EFL clubs in the past 48 hours. 

“The club will not be commenting 
further on this issue.” 

Elsewhere, the club did success¬ 
fully bring in Bournemouth duo 
Harry Cornick and Joe Quigley while 
midfielder Billy Knott left on loan. 




HOME : Ebbsfleet United play at Stonebridge Road 

Fleet beat deadline to 
secure McQueen deal 


EBBSFLEET United bolstered their 
promotion hopes with the perma¬ 
nent signing of promising striker 
Darren McQueen for an undisclosed 
fee on transfer deadline day. 

The 21-year-old striker, who has 
scored 12 goals this season, joined 
the club in the close season on a loan 
arrangement having played for 
Maldon & Tiptree in the Ryman 
League Division One North last year. 


Having impressed in his six 
months at the club, Fleet boss Daryl 
McMahon has now moved to secure 
McQueen’s services to keep him at 
Stonebridge Road. 

He told the club’s website: “Darren 
is a young player with great potential 
which has already been evident to 
fans in his performances so far and 
we are delighted to have him with us 
permanently.” 


Dennis returns to top 
bill at Mote Park show 


BOXING fans in Maidstone have just three 
weeks to wait until a host of Kent pros¬ 
pects appear on a sell-out show at Mote 
Park. 

Topping the bill is Chatham middle¬ 
weight champion Grant Dennis, looking to 
extend his unbeaten record to eight wins 
in as many bouts in a six-round contest 
against Plymouth’s Christian Hoskin 
Gomez. 

Two unbeaten prospects have fallen at 
the hands of the 21-year-old from Anda- 
lucia so Dennis will need to be at his best 
on the night. 

For Dennis, 33, this will be his first fight 
since he ripped the Southern Area belt 
away from champion Nicky Jenman in 
front of his home crowd in Brighton last 
November, earning him a top 20 ranking 
in the talent-laden 1601bs division topped 
by Billy Joe Saunders. 

The middleweight prospect is eyeing 
bigger honours in 2017 but says he will 
happily defend his area title while he 
awaits the call for bigger shots. 


STAR: Grant Dennis 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Under 19 ODI at Spitfire Ground 


KENT will welcome some of the 
finest young cricket talent in the 
world this summer as part of 
Canterbury Cricket Week. 

England’s most promising 
teenagers will take on their Indian 
counterparts in an Under 19 one-day 
international at The Spitfire Ground, 
St Lawrence on August 9, bosses 
have confirmed. 

The 166th edition of the oldest 


festival in county cricket already 
features the Kent v West Indies tour 
match on August 6-8, bookended by 
floodlit Friday evening T20 Blast 
matches against Sussex and 
Hampshire on August 4 and 11. 

Elsewhere this week the county 
were beaten by a West Indies Under 
19 outfit at the Sir Vivian Richards 
in the Caribbean Super50 on the FGS 
Plant Tour. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebook www.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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